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Catholic Curriculum Corporation Opening Message 

Our Purpose 

The Catholic Curriculum Corporation is a consortium of seventeen Catholic school boards across central 
and western Ontario. As an important partner in Catholic education, we recognize that Catholic 
education exists to provide a holistic formation of people as living witnesses of faith. We demonstrate 
our mission when we engage with, and support, our member boards in sustained, substantive school 
improvement and student growth that is reflective of a Catholic professional learning community. 

Our Mission 

Our mission is to build and sustain the Catholic capacity of educators through the development and 
provision of high quality Catholic curriculum, resources, support and professional development. 

Our Vision 

Faith Through Learning ς A Distinctive Catholic Curriculum 

Message from the Executive Director  

On behalf of the Catholic Curriculum Corporation, I would like to thank Joe Bezzina, project lead and the 

writers from Waterloo, London, Bruce Gray, and Niagara Catholic District School Boards, as well as 

reviewers from the Brant Haldimand Norfolk and Peterborough Victoria Northumberland and Clarington 

Catholic District School Boards for their expertise and dedicated efforts in producing this resource. 

Thanks are also extended to Grant McMurray for his guidance as Curriculum Manager. 

In 2012 the Catholic Education Community was introduced to the Religious Education Ontario Catholic 

Elementary Policy Grades 1-8 (2012) document from the Institute for Catholic Education and the 

Assembly of Catholic Bishops of Ontario. While this new curriculum policy is an excellent tool to assist 

teachers with evangelization, it necessitated new curriculum materials to bring it alive in classrooms. 

While the creation of these new resources has begun, the Intermediate grade materials will be the last 

to become availableΦ ά²Ŝ IŀǾŜ bŜƛǘƘŜǊ {ƛƭǾŜǊ bƻǊ DƻƭŘέ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ƻŦ DǊŀŘŜǎ т and 8 with 

implementing the Religious Education Ontario Catholic Elementary Policy Grades 1-8 (2012) document 

through this transition period. It offers a possible clustering of expectations based on the liturgical year, 

sample lessons in the three-part lesson format, assessment strategies for, as, and of learning, and a list 

of Catholic electronic resources easily accessible.  

Again sincere thanks to those who have supported our Intermediate teachers with this resource. I wish continued 
success to all who use this resource while sharing and celebrating our Catholic mission in education. 
 
Michael Bator,  
Executive Director 
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/ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƻǊǎ άΧ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƳƛǘǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŜƭǇ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
ǘƻ ōŜ άŎƭƻǘƘŜŘ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘέ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ άǎŀƭǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƭƛƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘέΦ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǘŜŀŎƘ 
not only the content of faith to pupils but by the witness of their lives, they help students discover 
ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƛǘƘέ (Religious Education: Ontario Catholic Elementary Curriculum Policy 
Document (DǊŀŘŜǎ мπуύ, page 11). 
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Introduction  to "We Have Neither Silver Nor Gold" 

In 2012 the Assembly of Catholic Bishops of Ontario (ACBO) and the Institute for Catholic Education (ICE) 
wrote, produced and printed a new Religious Education: Ontario Catholic Elementary Curriculum Policy 
Document (DǊŀŘŜǎ мπуύΦ  This new Religious Education Curriculum Policy Document is meant to guide 
Catholic elementary teachers in the planning, delivery and assessment of the student learning about 
their faith.  

At the heart of the Religion Curriculum Document is a call to all the baptized, especially those who have 
the opportunity and privilege to work in Catholic Education, to live out our Baptismal call, to evangelize 
and proclaim the Good News to the ends of the world.  Evangelization of the person of Jesus Christ in 
this time and placeΣ άΧ ǿƛƭƭ Ǝŀƛƴ ƛǘǎ full energy if it is a commitment, not to re-evangelize but to a New 
Evangelization, new in its ardour, methods and expressionέ όSaint John Paul II as quoted in The New 
Evangelization for the Transmission of the Christian Faith. #45).  

Referring to the General Directory of Catechesis, the Bishops remind us that: 
When speaking about the New Evangelization, Pope John Paul II pointed out that the responsibility 
of preparing all Christians for mission lies primarily with the ordained clergy but he goes on to affirm 
that Catholic educators have a unique opportunity to develop in students the knowledge, wisdom 
and characteristics that are required of Christians for authentic witness to Jesus Christ and the good 
news of the Gospels.

 

Those characteristics include the following:  

¶ [ƛǾƛƴƎ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ƛn the image of Jesus Christ himself 

¶ Being in intimate communion with Christ 

¶ Surrendering  to a life of charity 

¶ Striving to live a life that is both holy and contemplative, in order to proclaim the truth with 
sincerity 

¶ Each Christian ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ άǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ŜŀǘƛǘǳŘŜǎέ όǇƻǾŜǊǘȅΣ ƳŜŜƪƴŜǎǎΣ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀƴŎŜ 
of suffering and persecution, the desire for justice and peace, charity) 

¶ ά¢he characteristic of every authentic missionary life is the inner joy that comes from faithΧ 
ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳǎ ǘƘŜ άDƻƻŘ bŜǿǎέ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƘƻ has found true hope in 
/ƘǊƛǎǘΦέ όReligious Education: Ontario Catholic Elementary Curriculum Policy Document 
(DǊŀŘŜǎ мπуύ, page 31-32). 

 
In an effort to assist the efforts of grade 7 and 8 teachers in the faith-filled delivery of the Religious 
Education curriculum and to promote this New Evangelization, άWe Have Neither Silver Nor Goldέ was 
developed for teachers by teachers.  This resource is meant to help teachers in their role as faith 
ŜŘǳŎŀǘƻǊǎΥ  άThe primary role for teachers with regard to Religious Education is the transmission of 
knowledge about the faith. The secondary role is to support the catechetical efforts of the parish and 
the home. This is a participation in the work of the Church in which they become ministers of the Word 
and teach on beƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅέ (Religious Education: Ontario Catholic Elementary 
Curriculum Policy Document (DǊŀŘŜǎ мπуύ, page 11). 
 
At the same time, this resource is meant to be a supplementary resource and a guide for grade 7 and 8 
teachers, by providing them with: 
V A proposed clustering of grade 7 and 8 expectations 
V Sample lessons, built upon the three part lesson format 
V A list of recommended Catholic electronic resources and websites. 
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A Message From The Writing T eam 

In the Acts of the Apostles (Acts 3:1-10) we read the account of Peter healing a man who is crippled and 
forced to beg for his daily bread.  As he asks for alms, he approaches Peter and John.  Peter says to him, 
άL ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ǎƛƭǾŜǊ ƻǊ ƎƻƭŘΣ ōǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜ L ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳΤ ƛƴ ǘhe name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, stand up 
ŀƴŘ ǿŀƭƪΦέ   

From the beginning of this project, the writing team was aware of a few things: that grade seven and 
eight teachers have been trying to find resources to help them address the new Religious Education 
Curriculum Policy Document; of our own gifts; and, our own limitations.  In the end, we have this 
product, which is neither silver nor gold, but which we offer in faith, hoping it will encourage you to 
offer your faith witness as you teach the curriculum. 

The writing team was composed of a variety of teachers who together have close to 90 years of teaching 
experience and many more years of life and faith experience. 

As with any team, we worked towards unity but not for uniformity.  Each member of the team worked 
with the same guidelines and the same template, but we brought our own gifts and styles to this 
project.   As such, you may find different styles or different voices.  It is hoped that in these different 
voices you find at least one that resonates with yours and that you can glean some wisdom from those 
other styles and voices. 

As you use άWe Have Neither Silver NƻǊ DƻƭŘέ and as you teach your students, we hope that you will 
continue to refine your style and voice so that you can joyfully proclaim the Good News of our Catholic 
faith.  The students desire a curriculum within which their concerns and hopes are addressed.  At the 
same time, and maybe even more importantly, they are looking for authentic witnesses to the faith, 
someone who strives to put the Word of God into action: ά!ǎ tƻǇŜ tŀǳƭ ±L ǎǘŀǘŜŘ Ψmodern [person] 
listens more willingly to witnesses than to teachers, and if they do listen to teachers, it is because they 
are witnŜǎǎŜǎΩέ (Pope Paul VI, Evangelii Nuntiandi, 41, as referenced in the Religious Education: Ontario 
Catholic Elementary Curriculum Policy Document (DǊŀŘŜǎ мπуύ, page 7).   

The partners in Catholic Education, including the parents and guardians of our students, desire a 
curriculum that clearly, unambiguously and joyfully proclaims the faith. There will be times when some 
people will not be open to hearing the Good News of Jesus Christ.  Here we must remember that what 
many are really asking of us is to live our lives with Christ-ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ƘƻǇŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ άAlways be ready to make 
your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you; yet do it with 
gentleness and reverence.  (1 Peter 3:15-16).   

 άIƻǿ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŜǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎΗέ όwƻƳŀƴǎ млΥмрύ 
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Note to Teachers 

Religion Curriculum Document 
The Religious Education Curriculum Document (Religious Education: Ontario Catholic Elementary 
Curriculum Policy Document Grades 1 ς 8) is the starting point for all Religious Education.  It is important 
for teachers to refer to the Document as they plan, prepare, develop and deliver the Religious Education 
[ŜǎǎƻƴǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ άŦǊƻƴǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎΥ 

¶ Instruction Approach and Strategies 

¶ The Program in Religious Education 

¶ Assessment and Evaluation of Student Achievement 

¶ Consideration for Program Planning in Religious Education (including notes on: Critical Thinking; 
Reflection and use of Current Events; Numeracy and Inquiry/Research Skills; English Language 
Learners and Students with Special Education Needs; Equity and Inclusion Education; and, 
Prayer). 

It is important that the teacher is familiar with and guided by the Religious Education: Ontario Catholic 
Elementary Curriculum Policy Document (2012). 

Clustering Expectations and the Liturgical Year 
In preparation for writing the lessons of this resource, a sample of clustered expectations, shaped 
around the liturgical year, is offered.  There are lessons and activities for some of ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ά¸ŜŀǊ 
at a GƭŀƴŎŜέ ǇŀƎŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƘƻǿ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǘŀǳƎƘǘΦ 

Knowing Your Students 
Knowing the students, their needs and interests, is the starting point of all good lessons.  This is seen     
ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ use of parables: he was able to teach about the Kingdom of God by using lessons that started 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ όŦƻƻŘΣ neighbourliness, hospitality, fishing, etc.).   Making 
ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ interests) helps 
teachers to address the curriculum.   

Importance of Prayer 
Prayer is both a gift of grace and a determined response on our part.  It always presupposes effort.  The 
great figures of prayer of the Old Covenant before Christ, as well as the Mother of God, the saints, and 
Jesus himself, all teach us this: prayer is a battle.  Against whom?  Against ourselves and against the 
wiles of the tempter who does all he can to turn man (us) away from prayer, away from union with God.  
We pray as we livŜΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ƭƛǾŜ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǇǊŀȅΦ  Χ ¢ƘŜ άǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ōŀǘǘƭŜέ of the /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴΩǎ ƴŜǿ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎ 
inseparable from the battle of prayer.     (Catechism of the Catholic Church, #2725 ς brackets added) 

At the heart of prayer is the relationship: the relationship with God (Creator, Redeemer and Sanctifier) 
and the interdependency we all have with others.   As one grows in prayerful relationship with God, God 
becomes known as a confidant, a guide, as a loving, faithful friend.  This is the kind of relationship into 
ǿƘƛŎƘ WŜǎǳǎ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎΥ άL Řƻ ƴƻǘ Ŏŀƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘǎ ŀƴȅ ƭƻƴƎŜǊΧ ōǳǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ȅƻǳ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΧέ 
(John 15:15-17).  It is hoped that students can enjoy this prayerful relationship with Jesus. 
 
In the Religious Education: Ontario Catholic Elementary Curriculum Policy Document (DǊŀŘŜǎ мπу), the 
Bishops remind educators that άThe Church expresses its faith in prayer and is intimately connected to 
CelebratiƴƎέ όǇŀƎŜ ооύΦ  Pray with and for your students ς for their needs and for their families.   
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The Catholic tradition offers different prayers, rich prayer forms and spiritual traditions that can easily 
be brought into the classroom.  As the students explore these prayers, they collect for themselves 
prayers that will guide them through their adolescent and adult lives.  At the same time, it is good for 
them to express their prayerful responses to their hopes, needs, joys and suffering in their own words.  
To this end, the authors share a helpful prayer formula that can be taught to your students: You, Who, 
Do, Through. When we pray, we address God (YOU), ǊŜƳƛƴŘ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǎŀǾƛƴƎ ǿŀȅǎ ό²IhύΣ ŀǎƪ 
ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ό5hύ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŜƴŘ ƻǳǊ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ prayer to the Father, goes 
through the Son and the Holy Spirit (THROUGH). 
 

Lord God (YOU), 
Creator of all life (WHO), 
We pray for those who are sick, that they may know your healing presence in our loving 
words and actions (DO). 
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God forever and ever (THROUGH).   Amen. 

 
While words are used to prayerfully express our hopes, joys, needs and suffering, we are also 
encouraged to take a listening (meditative) approach in order to ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜΣ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΣ 
ǿƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΥ άLƴ ƳŜŘƛtation a Christian seeks silence so as to experience intimacy with God and 
ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǇŜŀŎŜ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜέ ό¸h¦/!¢ ІрлпύΦ 
 
For more on prayer check the resources available through the Catholic Curriculum Cooperative.   

Sacred Scripture and Faith Tradition 
Sacred Scripture is the speech of God as it is put down in writing under the breath of the Holy Spirit and 
[Holy] Tradition transmits in its entirety the Word of God which has been entrusted to the apostles by 
Christ the Lord and the Holy Spirit.  It transmits it to the successors of the apostles so that, enlightened 
by the Spirit of truth, they may faithfully preserve, expound and spread it abroad by their preaching 
(Catechism of the Catholic Church, #81). 

Throughout the Religion Curriculum and in daily lessons, educators turn to Sacred Scripture, the Word of 
God, to know how God has entered into relationship with humanity, to see how faithful God has been 

ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎŜǊƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭΥ άSacred Scripture has a privileged place in Religious Education courses. As a 
primary sourcŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǾŜƴŀƴǘŀƭ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ DƻŘΣ ǘƘŜ 
Jewish people and the Christian Churchέ (Religious Education: Ontario Catholic Elementary Curriculum 

Policy Document (DǊŀŘŜǎ мπу), page 26).  

As the prophet Isaiah (55:10-11) reminds us, the Word of God is active and effective: 

Thus says the Lord: 
For as the rain and snow come down from heaven 

and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 
making it bring forth and sprout, 

giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
so shall my word be that goes forth from my mouth; 

it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.  
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When reading Scripture, as part of prayer or as part of a classroom learning activity, it is helpful to 
remember to approach Scripture with reverence.  This can be modelled by: 

¶ Giving the Bible a place of reverence in the classroom (e.g. a place on the prayer table) 

¶ Prepare ourselves and our students (i.e. quiet our minds and hearts) to hear the Word of God 

¶ Hold the Bible reverently when reading from it 

Listening to and praying with Scripture can be a full sensory experience:  imagining ourselves in the 
scene; what do we hear, smell, feel, and even, what does the food taste like? The most important sense 
ƛǎ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎΦ  WŜǎǳǎΣ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ²ƻǊŘ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ ǊŜƳƛƴŘǎ ǳǎΣ άLet anyone with ears listen!έ 
(Matthew 13:9). It is key that we listen to the Word of God (Sacred Scripture), with our heads and our 
hearts! 

For more information on how to read and interpret Scripture, see Helpful Resources below. 

Helpful Resources 
A number of resources were quite helpful in preparing this resource.  You are encouraged to make them 
part of your personal or school library. 

¶ Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops (Theology Commission). The Word of God in Scripture: 
How to read and interpret the Bible.  (2008). 

¶ Catechism of the Catholic Church. (1992). 

¶ NRSV Catholic Edition of the Bible. 

¶ Dawson, Glynnis Hope and Dawson, John. Guided Meditations for Young Catholics (book and 
CD). Toronto: Novalis. 2013. 

¶ Jelenek, Frank. Journey to the Heart: Centering Prayer for Children. Orleans, Massachusetts: 
Paraclete Press. 2007. 

¶ Miller, Les. The Catholic Teacher's Companion: A Glossary for Religious Education. Toronto: 
Novalis. 2014. 

¶ Paprocki, Joe. The Catechist's Toolbox: How to Thrive as a Religious Education Teacher. Chicago: 
Loyola Press. 2013. 

¶ Schoenborn, Christoph (Cardinal). YOUCAT: Youth Catechism of the Catholic Church. (English 
edition). San Francisco: Ignatius Press. 2011. 

Assessment and Evaluation 
Saint John Paul II, at the beginning of his encyclical Faith and Reason (Fides et Ratio) says:  

Faith and reason are like two wings on which the human spirit rises to the contemplation of 
truth; and God has placed in the human heart a desire to know the truthτin a word, to know 
himselfτso that, by knowing and loving God, men and women may also come to the fullness of 
truth about themselves. 

Religious Education courses, therefore, must be about faith and reason.  They must be courses where  
faith knowledge is passed on, where students, as critical thinkers, analyze their lives, their culture and 
the material being presented, where students are asked to communicate their knowledge and the faith, 
and where they are invited to put their faith into practice.   

In short, the religion courses are meant to be academic courses where we can assess and evaluate.  As is 
the case in other subject areas, teachers have the responsibility to assess student knowledge and 
understanding of the content of the curriculum, the development of thinking and communication skills, 

http://www.cccb.ca/site/images/stories/pdf/the_word_of_god.pdf
http://www.cccb.ca/site/images/stories/pdf/the_word_of_god.pdf
http://www.scborromeo.org/ccc.htm
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ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŀǇǇƭȅ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ 
responsibility to ensure that students are growing in their knowledge and understanding of the Catholic 
faith, developing the essential skills for continuous lifelong spiritual growth, and assist them to live out 
their faith in the events of everyday life. Evaluation of the specific and overall expectations forms the 
basis for reporting to parents and should be conducted with the same diligence as is done for other 
academic disciplines.  It is important to note that we do not assess faith. 

 

Assessment for, as and of learning and offering descriptive feedback (both written and oral) can assist 
students in their learning. 

Throughout the lessons there are a variety of ideas about how teachers might assess and evaluate 
student learning. 
 
CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƻƴ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘΥ ǎŜŜ άtǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘέ ōȅ 5ǊΦ [ƻǊƴŀ 9ŀǊƭ 
http://www.edugains.ca/resourcesAER/PrintandOtherResources/EarlVideo/index.html?movieID=1  

Helping the Students Learn 
To help the students learn, each student should have their own Religion (and Family Life) notebook (or 
binder).  ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ Ŏŀƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ōȅ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƴƻǘŜǎΦ  These notes then 
become a resource for completing assignments, studying for tests and may serve as a reference for 
future studies.  Having a notebook or binder will help students keep organized.   

Cross-curricular and Integrated Learning 
wŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƭƛŦŜΥ άhƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ Ǝƻŀƭǎ of Religious Education is 
the application of faith to all aspects of life: our relationship with family and friends, our approach to 
ǿƻǊƪΣ ƻǳǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƛǘƛǉǳŜ ƻŦ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΣ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΧέ 
(Religious Education: Ontario Catholic Elementary Curriculum Policy Document (DǊŀŘŜǎ мπу), page 51). 
With this in mind, we can see how Religious Education can be integrated into all subjects. 

Making Religious Education a Priority 
While Religious Education can be integrated into different subjects, it is important that time is set aside 
for Religious Education classes and that teachers communicate to the students (and their 
parents/guardians) when Religious Education is being taught.  It has been said, that if you show 
someone your bank account and/or credit card statements, it will be easy for them to discern your 
priorities.  It can also be said that if you show someone your class timetable, it will be easy for them to 
discern your subject priorities! 

When integrating Religious Education with other subject areas, it is good to communicate this to the 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƭŜŀǊ άƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ Ǝƻŀƭǎέ ŀƴŘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀΦ 

Combined Grades 
The clustered expectations have been aligned in such a way that teachers may begin to plan for 
combined 7/8 classes.  Please refer to ǘƘŜ DǊŀŘŜ т ŀƴŘ DǊŀŘŜ у ά¸ŜŀǊ ŀǘ ŀ DƭŀƴŎŜέ ƴƻǘŜǎ όōŜƭƻǿύΦ 

  

http://www.edugains.ca/resourcesAER/PrintandOtherResources/EarlVideo/index.html?movieID=1
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Grade 7 Year at a Glance  
(sample clustering) 

Grade 7 
Timeline 

Liturgical 
Season 

Theme(s) Clustered Expectations Big Ideas Sample Lessons 

September Ordinary Time Building 
Community 

¢ƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ !ǇƻǎǘƻƭƛŎΥ WŜǎǳǎΩ Ƴƛƴistry handed on to 
the Apostles and their successors (BL 3) 
¢ƘŜ wƻƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŀƎƛǎǘŜǊƛǳƳΥ LƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ 
Word (Sacred Scripture and Tradition; providing faith 
and moral teachings (ML 1) 
The Christian Community is inspired to hope by stories 
of faith in Sacred Scripture and Church Tradition (LC 2) 
The Church: Building the reign of God on earth (LC 1) 
The Church: The precepts and being faithful to be 
ƻōŜŘƛŜƴǘ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ ό[/ мύ 

The Church 
Magisterium 
Sacred 
Scripture and 
Tradition 
Mission of the 
Church 
Precepts of the 
Church  

Unit ς Church is 
Apostolic (200 
minutes) 

October  Personal 
Faith 
Development 

God calls us to relationship: our desire is for God (LS 3) 
Prayer is central to the spiritual life of Christians (PR 1) 
Decalogue and the Beatitudes = Moral Code (ML 1) , 
(PR 1) 
Imitating Christ: Becoming Beatitude People (ML 1) 
Celebrating the faith lives of Mary and the Saints to live 
lives of holiness and justice (CL 3) 
Marian devotions (CL 3) 
Developing our conscience: moral guide for Christian 
living; using faith and reason (ML 2) 
Virtuous living: free and responsible Christian moral life 
and moral choices (ML 3) 
The Theological and Cardinal virtues (ML 3) 

Morality and 
conscience 
Prayer Life 
Community 
The virtuous 
life 
Mary and the 
Saints 

Lesson: 
Introduction to the 
Cardinal and 
Theological Virtues 
to Support Moral 
Decision Making 
(80-120 minutes) 
 
Also see Grade 8 
Lesson: 
Saints: An 
individual 
Research Project 
(200-240 minutes)  

November 
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December Advent  The Word 
Made Flesh: 
Jesus 

WŜǎǳǎΥ LƴŎŀǊƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘΤ ǘǊǳŜ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǘǊǳŜ 
human (BL 1) 
The four Gospels: the life and teaching of Jesus Christ 
(BL 1) 
Jesus taught his disciples how to pray (PR 1) 

Jesus Unit ς Advent: 
Jesus our Messiah 

Christmas 

January Ordinary Time Catholic 
Foundations 

The Creed: Summary of the Christian faith (BL 2) 
The Decalogue, the Sermon on the Mount, particularly 
the Beatitudes (ML 1) 
Prayer ς forms and expressions found in Scripture and 
Tradition (PR 2) 
The Church has drawn upon many sources to assist 
Christians in prayer (PR 2) 

Creed 
Prayer 
Beatitudes 

Lesson: 
The Creed: A 
Summary of Our 
Faith 
(120-150 minutes) 

February Lent  
 

WŜǎǳǎΩ 
passion, 
death and 
resurrection 

Jesus: Suffering, death and resurrection ς forgiveness of 
sin and eternal salvation (BL 2) 
¢ƘŜ 9ǳŎƘŀǊƛǎǘΥ ¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ό/[ нύ 
The Eucharist was instituted by Christ at the Passover 
meal of the Last Supper (CL 2) 
/ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘǳǊƎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŀǎǎ ό/[ 2) 
 

Jesus / 
Eucharist 

Lesson: 
The Passover, the 
Last Supper and 
the Eucharist ς a 
connection that 
tells our faith story 
(80-120 minutes) 

March Easter 

April 
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May Ordinary Time Reaching Out The Sacraments of Service and loving service (Cl 
1) 
Life as vocation: means being other-centred, 
faithful, service oriented, life-giving, respectful, 
ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ό[{ мύ 
Reaching our full potential and the importance 
of the communal character of the human 
person (LS 1) 
The principle of solidarity: individual response, 
political and social institutional responses (LS 2) 
The Sacraments and Solidarity (LS 2) 
The Holy Spirit is active in and through the 
Church, in the lives of people of good will (LS 3) 
Christian and World Religions: the quest for God 
(LS 3) 

Vocation 
Service 
Justice 
Ecumenism 
Working with 
people of good will 

Unit: Living in 
Solidarity 
(Total 460-480 
minutes) 
(Part 1 ς 60 
minutes) 
(Part 2 ς 300 
minutes) 
(Part 3 ς 100-120 
minutes) 
 

June 

 
 
  



Catholic Curriculum Corporation ð Central and Western Region 

Religious Education, Grades 7 and 8 Teacher Resources 
 

"We Have Neither Silver Nor Gold"  15 

Grade 8 Year at a Glance 
(sample clustering) 

Grade 8 
Timeline 

Liturgical 
Season 

Theme(s) Clustered Expectations Big Ideas Sample Lessons 

September Ordinary 
Time 

Building 
Community 

God is revealed through Sacred Scripture and Sacred 
Tradition, which is authoritatively interpreted by the 
Magisterium (BL1) 
The Church is One, Holy, Catholic, Apostolic (BL3) 
The Holy Spirit, Jesus and the Father are one (BL2) 
¢ƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜǎ ŀƭƭ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ CŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ό.[оύ 
The Church is the people of God, the Body of Christ and the 
Temple of the Holy Spirit (LC1) 
Called to service: life and mission of the Church community 
(evangelization and witness) guided by the Holy Spirit (LC1) 
God-ƎƛǾŜƴ ƎƛŦǘǎκǘŀƭŜƴǘǎΥ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǊŜƛƎƴ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘ ό[/нύ 

 The Church 
Magisterium 
Sacred 
Scripture and 
tradition 
Mission of 
the Church 
Precepts 

For some ideas 
see the Grade 7 
Unit ς The 
Church is 
Apostolic and 
Grade 8 Lesson: 
The Diversity of 
Liturgical 
Traditions 
(found below) 
 

October  Personal Faith 
Development 

Through our conscience (reason aided by faith) we can judge 
the morality of our actions (ML2) 
Conscience formation: Scripture and the Magisterium (ML2) 
Christian Life: The Decalogue, the Sermon on the Mount, 
particularly the Beatitudes and the Tradition (ML1) 
The Communion of Saints includes all those who, inspired by 
the Holy Spirit, have lived lives of virtue and holiness (LC 2 / 
ML 3) 
The Holy Spirit inspires the saints (LC 2) 
{ƛƴΣ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎΣ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘΥ ǘƘŜ 
life of prayer requires the development of habits (ML 3) 
The Church, through the example of the saints, provides 
models of a life of prayer (PR 2) 

 Lesson: 
Saints: An 
Individual 
Research 
Project (200-240 
minutes) 

November 
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December Advent  The Word 
Made Flesh: 
Jesus 

In the New Testament, Jesus the Messiah Fulfills Covenant of 
the Old Testament (BL 1) 
WŜǎǳǎΩ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ ό[{ оύ 
Jesus modeled and taught his disciples how to pray (PR 1) 
The Our Father is a prayer of faith, hope and charity (PR 1) 
The Way of Prayer is through Jesus (Mediator) in the power 
of the Holy Spirit to God the Father (PR 2) 

Jesus  

Christmas 

January Ordinary 
Time 

Catholic 
Foundations 

The Sacraments of the Church are rooted in Scripture (CL 1) 
Through the sacramental action of the priest (ie. Words and 
symbols) in the celebrations of the Seven Sacraments, the 
Holy Spirit pours out the grace of God 
Sacraments of Initiation: As members of the Body of Christ 
we are united to Christ and one another; guided by the Holy 
{ǇƛǊƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ 
mission in the world (CL 1 / LC 1) 
Sacrament of Confirmation and the grace of the Holy Spirit 

Creed 
Prayer 
Beatitudes 

Lesson: 
From Pentecost 
to Confirmation 
(300 minutes) 
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February Lent  
 

WŜǎǳǎΩ ǇŀǎǎƛƻƴΣ 
death and 
resurrection 

¢ƘŜ [ƛǘǳǊƎƛŎŀƭ ¸ŜŀǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜǎ DƻŘΩǎ plan of 
salvation revealed in the Life, Death and Resurrection of 
Jesus (Paschal Mystery) (CL 3) 
The Holy Spirit and Jesus are inseparable and are one 
with God the Father (BL 2) 
The Holy Spirit is revealed by the Father and the Son 
reveals the presence of /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǳǊǎ ƻǳǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ 
(BL 2) 
Celebration of the Eucharist and active participation (CL 
2) 
The Mass is the source and summit of Christian life where 
we ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ό/[2) 

Jesus / 
Eucharist 

Lesson: 
The Four Marks 
of the Church and 
the Liturgical 
Seasons 
(150-180 minutes) 

March Easter 

April 

May Ordinary Time Reaching Out / 
We are Sent 

God provides us with the gifts and talents we need to 
build the reign of God on earth (LC 2) 
The principles of social justice rooted in Scripture (LS 1) 
Principles of Catholic Social Teaching (LS 2) 
Ecumenism and inter-religious dialogue (LS 3) 
The Church maintains its unity while celebrating diversity 
within its liturgical traditions (rites) (CL 3) 
Vocation: Called to make a difference (LS 1) 
Addressing sin and inequities in the community (LS 2) 

Vocation 
Service 
Justice 
Ecumenism 
Working 
with people 
of good will 

Unit: Living in 
Solidarity (Total 
560-600 minutes) 
(Part 1 ς 160 
minutes) 
(Part 2 ς 120 
minutes) 
(Part 3 ς 80 
minutes) 
(Part 4 ς 80-120 
minutes) 
(Part 5 ς 120 
minutes) 
 
Lessons: The 
Diversity of 
Liturgical 
Traditions 

June 

 



    
 

Grade 7 Sample Units and Sample Lessons 
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The Church is Apostolic  
 

 

 

 

GRADE 7  

 

Religious Education  

Grade 7  

 Lesson Title: The Church is Apostolic 

Suggested length of time: 4-5 periods 
(approximately, 200 min) 

Lesson Overview 

This lesson will explore how the Pope and the 
/ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƻŦ .ƛǎƘƻǇǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ 
today as the Magisterium.  

  

 
CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS 

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS 

¶ BL3: Demonstrate an understanding of 
how the Church is apostolic  

¶ BL3.1: Examine various passages from the 
New Testament to identify and describe 
the mission and life of the early apostles in 
the post resurrection Christian 
communities  

¶ BL3.2: Explain the role and responsibilities 
of the College of Bishops as the successors 
of the apostles and the role of the Pope as 
the successor of Peter.  

¶ BL3.3: Identify the three ways in which the 
Church is Apostolic (i.e. founded on the 
apostles) and the one aspect which cannot 
be transmitted (i.e. chosen witnesses of 
the resurrection).  

¶ ML1: Demonstrate an understanding of 
ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǊƻƭŜ 
(i.e. Magisterium ς Pope/Bishops) 
concerning Christian morality (i.e. social 
morality, marriage, sexuality, family life). 

¶ ML1.4: 5ŜŦƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άaŀƎƛǎǘŜǊƛǳƳέ ŀǎ 
applied to Church (consists of the Bishops 
of the ordinary and universal Church with 
the Pope as its head; has the sole 

The Ontario Catholic School Graduate 
Expectations evident in this lesson include:  

A Discerning Believer Formed in the Catholic 
Faith Community Who:  
¶  ¦ƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴŜΩǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻǊ 

call in life comes from God and strives 
to discern and live out this call 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅΦ 

 

 

¶  
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ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ 
Word as revealed in Scripture and 
Tradition) and define its role in the Moral 
life of the Church. 

¶ PR2: Understand that the various forms of 
prayer have their origin in scripture and 
are ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
communal prayer. 

¶ PR2.3: Outline the structure of the 
Christian Liturgy of the Hours (i.e. Morning 
Prayer and Evening Prayer, Divine Office, 
Mid-day Prayer, and Night Prayer) and the 
reasons for the commitment made by 
religious, deacons, priests and laity to pray 
this Prayer. 

Literacy Connections: Note taking 

 

 Guiding Questions  

How is the Catholic Church apostolic? 
What are the roles and responsibilities of the Bishops and the Pope? 

 
Teachers and students may develop additional questions to guide their learning inquiry. 

 

 LEARNING GOALS 

At the end of this lesson, students will be able to: 

¶ Recognize the Pope as the leader of the Catholic Church;  

¶ Compare the roles and responsibilities of the Bishops with that of the Pope; 

¶ Explain why the Church is apostolic; 

¶ Define magisterium. 
 

Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co-constructed as a class in language 
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during 
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of 
student performance that are assŜǎǎŜŘ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜŘ όƛΦŜΦΣ ǘƘŜ άƭƻƻƪπŦƻǊǎέύ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ 
curriculum expectations. 
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 INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT 

Prior Learning:  

¶ Finding Scripture 

¶ Familiarity with a variety of models 
for note taking  

¶ Use of a Venn Diagram 

¶ Basic knowledge of vocation and the 
sacrament of holy orders 

¶ Internet safety and tweeting 
 

 
Teacher Readiness:   
Busted Halo: Sacraments 101 - Ordination 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q904xI
wxnSc  
 
http://www.whateverycatholicshouldknow.c
om/wecsk/pope_successor.htm  
 
http://catholicblogger1.blogspot.ca/2013/03/po
pe-francis-activities-for-kids.html  
 
http://www.thereligionteacher.com/pope-
activities-lesson-plans/ 
 

http://www.pflaum.com/popesvisit/popedoe
s/whatname.pdf 
 
http://www.dummies.com/how-to/content/the-
role-of-catholic-bishops-and-archbishops.html  

 
Student Readiness: nil 
 
Terminology:  Pope, pontificate, pontiff, 
sanctify, bishop, priest, deacon, Holy Orders, 
magisterium, episcopal, apostolic succession, 
diocese, authority 
 
 

Materials:  

¶ Appendix A ς 1 copy/pair of students 

¶ Appendix B ς print copy for prayer table 

¶ Appendix C ς 1/student 

¶ Appendix D ς 1/student 
 
Internet Resources:  

- Busted Halo: How do they choose a Pope?  
(4 min) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xUtj8n
d_pl4  

- Pope Francis 
http://www.biography.com/people/pope-
francis-21152349#synopsis (bio + short 
video) 

- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fhpEBF
HkMZM (video 10 interesting facts about 
Pope Francis) 

- http://www.loyolapress.com/pope-
francis.htm (reading page with alternative 
student responses for learning, 8 short 
videos that students can explore, on-line 
magazine that students can read and use for 
research) 

- Busted Halo- Wanna Know: Why does Jesus 
ask Peter three times do you love me? 

- http://bustedhalo.com/questionbox/why-
does-jesus-ask-peter-do-you-love-me-three-
times  

- http://www.catholicmom.com/2007_lesson
_plans/Whatdoesthebishopwear.pdf 

- local diocesan website 
 
Resources:  

¶ Bibles (NRSV) 
 
NOTE: This lesson can easily be linked to the big idea of 

vocation. 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q904xIwxnSc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q904xIwxnSc
http://www.whateverycatholicshouldknow.com/wecsk/pope_successor.htm
http://www.whateverycatholicshouldknow.com/wecsk/pope_successor.htm
http://catholicblogger1.blogspot.ca/2013/03/pope-francis-activities-for-kids.html
http://catholicblogger1.blogspot.ca/2013/03/pope-francis-activities-for-kids.html
http://www.thereligionteacher.com/pope-activities-lesson-plans/
http://www.thereligionteacher.com/pope-activities-lesson-plans/
http://www.pflaum.com/popesvisit/popedoes/whatname.pdf
http://www.pflaum.com/popesvisit/popedoes/whatname.pdf
http://www.dummies.com/how-to/content/the-role-of-catholic-bishops-and-archbishops.html
http://www.dummies.com/how-to/content/the-role-of-catholic-bishops-and-archbishops.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xUtj8nd_pl4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xUtj8nd_pl4
http://www.biography.com/people/pope-francis-21152349#synopsis
http://www.biography.com/people/pope-francis-21152349#synopsis
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fhpEBFHkMZM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fhpEBFHkMZM
http://www.loyolapress.com/pope-francis.htm
http://www.loyolapress.com/pope-francis.htm
http://bustedhalo.com/questionbox/why-does-jesus-ask-peter-do-you-love-me-three-times
http://bustedhalo.com/questionbox/why-does-jesus-ask-peter-do-you-love-me-three-times
http://bustedhalo.com/questionbox/why-does-jesus-ask-peter-do-you-love-me-three-times
http://www.catholicmom.com/2007_lesson_plans/Whatdoesthebishopwear.pdf
http://www.catholicmom.com/2007_lesson_plans/Whatdoesthebishopwear.pdf
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 MINDS ON 
Å Establishing a positive learning environment 
Å Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences 
Å Setting the context for learning 

CONNECTIONS 

Whole Class 
Teacher states: Over the next few days, we will be learning 
about the role and importance of Catholic bishops, especially 
the Pope. In your notebook, copy the learning goal and create a 
web of any questions that you have about this important man 
and what he does.  
 
Ask: Who is our current pope? Pope Francis 
 
Give students time to formulate their inquiry questions and 
then generate a class list of questions. 
  
Display or copy Prayer for Pope Francis. Discuss why it is 
important to pray for the leaders, like Pope Francis, in our 
world. 
 
Lord Jesus, shelter our Holy Father, Pope Francis, under the 
protection of your Sacred Heart.  
 
Be his light, his strength, and his consolation. 
  
Have mercy on him, our Supreme Pontiff, and direct him, 
according to Your loving kindness, in the way of eternal 
salvation. With your help, may he ever desire that which is 
pleasing to You and accomplish it with all his strength, 
through Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  
(adapted from 
http://itsonmytodolist.files.wordpress.com/2013/03/pope-
final.pdf ) 
 
Whole Class 
Watch 2 short videos and invite students to listen for the  
answers to any of their questions to record on their web. 
 
http://www.biography.com/people/pope -francis-
21152349#synopsis  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fhpEBFHkMZM  
 
Encourage students to independently continue researching the 
answers to their own questions, sharing this new knowledge 

 

 
 
 
 
Assessment for learning: 
Observation : 
Level of engagement and 
curiosity as demonstrated in 
the number and quality of 
questions student wondered 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Differentiation of 
learning: pair more articulate 
students with students who 
have different learning styles. 
Display and promote a variety 
of print and visual research 
materials. Post or bookmark 
appropriate websites 
including Catholic news. 
 
Teacher can moderate a small 
discussion group. 
 

http://itsonmytodolist.files.wordpress.com/2013/03/pope-final.pdf
http://itsonmytodolist.files.wordpress.com/2013/03/pope-final.pdf
http://www.biography.com/people/pope-francis-21152349#synopsis
http://www.biography.com/people/pope-francis-21152349#synopsis
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fhpEBFHkMZM
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with peers when scheduling allows. 
 
Explain that Pope Francis is a very popular pope who is not 
afraid of social media.  
 
ά¢ƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŜǘΣ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊΣ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ƛƳƳŜƴǎŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ 
encounter and solidarity. This is something truly good, a gift 
ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΦέ τPope Francis 
 
He has a twitter account @pontifex that has over 4 million 
followers worldwide. 
 
{ƘŀǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ !ǇǇŜƴŘƛȄ . ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ tƻǇŜ CǊŀƴŎƛǎΩ 
tweets as a mini-poster and discuss its meaning and 
ƛƳǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻƴŜΩǎ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ Lƴ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ 
modelling how to unpack the tweet for the next paired activity. 
Display a printed copy at the class prayer table. 
 
In pairs: 
Display or distribute copies of the Sweet Tweets page 
(Appendix A). With a partner, taking turns, read through each 
tweet. Together, narrow down the list and agree on the top 2 
that both of you would retweet. Be sure to be able to justify 
WHY you chose these. 
 
Pick several groups to present.  
 
Ask students to copy the following points: 
 
Every pope has three primary jobs:  
ω IŜ teaches us by writing and preaching about Jesus.  
ω IŜ governs, or leads, the Universal Catholic Church with the 
power handed down to him from St. Peter; as well, he serves as 
the Bishop of Rome. 
ω IŜ sanctifies us, or helps make us holy, through prayer and 
the sacraments. 
(From 
http://www.pflaum.com/popesvisit/popedoes/whatname.pdf ) 
 
Journal Reflection 1 
Cardinal Bergoglio chose the name Francis as he began his 
pontificate. St. Francis, who cared for the poor, was an 
important model of faith and leadership to him. What new 
name would you take to indicate what kind of papal reign you 
would hope to have? Be sure to explain your reasons. 

 
 
 

Assessment as learning:  
Provide descriptive feedback. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Differentiation of 
learning: scribing, oral 
sharing of thoughts 

 

http://www.pflaum.com/popesvisit/popedoes/whatname.pdf
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 ACTION 

Å Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning 
Å Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided Č independent) 

CONNECTIONS 

¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊ ŀǎƪǎΥ ²Ƙƻ ƛǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇƻǇŜΚ 
Peter 
Share and discuss the following scripture passages. Students can 
locate and follow along in a bible. 
Matthew 16:18 
 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, 
and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 
John 21: 15-19 
15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, 
ά{ƛƳƻƴ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ WƻƘƴΣ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƭƻǾŜ ƳŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜǎŜΚέ IŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ 
ƘƛƳΣ ά¸ŜǎΣ [ƻǊŘΤ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ L ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΦέ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ άCŜŜŘ 
Ƴȅ ƭŀƳōǎΦέ 16 ! ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǘƛƳŜ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ ά{ƛƳƻƴ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ WƻƘƴΣ Řƻ 
ȅƻǳ ƭƻǾŜ ƳŜΚέ IŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ ά¸ŜǎΣ [ƻǊŘΤ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ L ƭƻǾŜ 
ȅƻǳΦέ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ ά¢ŜƴŘ Ƴȅ ǎƘŜŜǇΦέ 17 He said to him the 
ǘƘƛǊŘ ǘƛƳŜΣ ά{ƛƳƻƴ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ WƻƘƴΣ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƭƻǾŜ ƳŜΚέ tŜǘŜǊ ŦŜƭǘ ƘǳǊǘ 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ǘƛƳŜΣ ά5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƭƻǾŜ ƳŜΚέ !ƴŘ ƘŜ 
ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ ά[ƻǊŘΣ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΤ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ L ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΦέ 
WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ άCŜŜŘ Ƴȅ ǎƘŜŜǇΦ 18 Very truly, I tell you, when you 
were younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to go 
wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out 
your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around you and 
ǘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ƎƻΦέ 19 (He said this to indicate 
the kind of death by which he would glorify God.) After this he said 
ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ άCƻƭƭƻǿ ƳŜΦέ 
Teacher background on this text: 

¶ The resurrected Christ is with the disciples 

¶ Jesus lets Peter acknowledge his love three times, negating 
the three times he denied Jesus  

¶ In the image of a shepherd who feeds and tends his lambs, 
Jesus is sharing his own title of Good Shepherd with Peter 
who is seen as a leader among the 12 disciples 

¶ Peter becomes the first bishop of Rome, bringing the Good 
News of Jesus to the Roman gentiles 

¶ Ancient historical texts share that Peter was martyred and 
was crucified upside down. It took 3 days for Peter to die. 

¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΥ [ŜǘΩǎ ǾƛŜǿ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ .ǳǎǘŜŘ Iŀƭƻ ǾƛŘŜƻ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǿƘȅ 
WŜǎǳǎ ŀǎƪǎ tŜǘŜǊΣ ά5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƭƻǾŜ ƳŜΚέ .Ŝ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ 
the answer to this question. 
 
http://bustedhalo.com/questionbox/why -does-jesus-ask-peter-
do-you-love-me-three-times (2.25 min) 
 
LƴǾƛǘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛŘŜŀǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŀƴǎǿer.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://bustedhalo.com/questionbox/why-does-jesus-ask-peter-do-you-love-me-three-times
http://bustedhalo.com/questionbox/why-does-jesus-ask-peter-do-you-love-me-three-times
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Journal Reflection #2 
How do you show Jesus that you love him? 
 
Teacher states: Although Peter becomes a very important leader 
among the apostles and disciples of Jesus, we need to understand 
exactly what the role of the leaders was within the Early Church. As 
the Church grew and the 12 apostles died or were martyred, other 
members had to assume the leadership role. To learn more about 
this, we are going to our PRIMARY SOURCE, our bibles. 
Distribute copies of Appendix C: The Early Church: The Apostles as 
Leaders. Model what is expected by completing Acts 2:42-47 as a 
whole group. Allow students time to complete the next two 
passages in the chart and take up the answers. Note any students 
who may need further assistance.  
Students will complete the chart independently.  Collect for 
assessment. 
 
Entrance Slip - What were some of the important duties that the 
leaders of the early Church performed for the ever growing 
number of followers of Christ? 
Independent responses. Observe students during this task. Group 
students to share answers, allowing them to make 
corrections/additions to their own responses. Allow students to 
independently identify on their entrance slip one strategy that will 
assist them with recalling (new) facts. 
 
For Teacher Background: The Catechism of the Catholic Church 
states the following: 
tŀǊŀ фос ά¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƳŀŘŜ {ǘΦ tŜǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ 
Church. He entrusted the keys of the Church to him. The bishop of 
ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ wƻƳŜΣ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎƻǊ ǘƻ {ǘΦ tŜǘŜǊΣ ƛǎ ΨƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƻŦ 
bishops, the Vicar of Christ and Pastor of the universal Church on 
ŜŀǊǘƘΩέ. 
 
tŀǊŀ тт άLƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ DƻǎǇŜƭ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜ 
preserved in the Church the apostles left bishops as their successors. 
They gave them their own position of teaching authority. Indeed, 
the apostolic preaching, which is expressed in a special way in the 
inspired books, was to be preserved in a continuous line of 
ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜΦέ  
 
tŀǊŀ мрфп ά¢ƘŜ ōƛǎƘƻǇ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƭƭƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 
Holy Orders, which integrates him into the episcopal college and 
makes him the visible head of the particular Church entrusted to 
him.  As successors of the apostles and members of the college, the 
bishops share in the apostolic responsibility and mission of the 

 
Assessment as learning:  
Journal Reflection  #2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assessment of learning: 
completed chart from  
Appendix C 
 
 
 
 
 
Assessment as learning:  
Entrance Slip 
 
 
Observation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assessment for Learning: self-
directed strategy to use for 
recalling facts 
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whole Church under the authority of the Pope, successor of St. 
tŜǘŜǊΦέ 
Note: If the YouCat is available, encourage volunteers to locate and 
tab any of the related questions and answers about holy orders, 
ordination, the roles and responsibilities of bishops and popes, etc. 
(Chapter Three, pp 142 ς 148). Choose students to read these aloud 
and as the lesson continues to develop, remind the class to make 
connections between the YouCat and the information in their 
notes. 
 
Provide each student with note, Apostolic Succession and the 
Hierarchy of the Church (Appendix D).  
Read the note together once. On second reading, guide students in 
highlighting the key points and new vocabulary and definitions in 
the first two paragraphs. Allow students to work in pairs to 
complete this highlighting activity. Have students orally ask three 
questions to their partner to check comprehension. 
 
Review the purpose of jot notes. From this highlighted material, 
have students create their own jot notes.  
 
Teacher states: Bishops wear certain ceremonial dress which is 
distinctive of the Order of Bishop, the fullness of the Sacrament of 
Holy Orders: the pectoral cross, ring, mitre, crozier (staff), and a 
magenta zucchetto. 
 
Copy instructions for students to refer to: 
In Microsoft Word, create your own note entitled What a Bishop 
Wears that correctly labels photographs from the internet of a 
ǇŜŎǘƻǊŀƭ ŎǊƻǎǎΣ ŀ ōƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ ǊƛƴƎΣ ŀ ƳƛǘǊŜΣ ŀ ŎǊƻȊƛŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƳŀƎŜƴǘŀ 
zucchetto. Save the note properly. 
For an example of what this computer generated note could 
resemble, go to: 
http://www.catholicmom.com/2007_lesson_plans/Whatdoesthebi
shopwear.pdf NOTE: This sample includes several clothing items 
that a Bishop might wear that the student does not need to know. 
Arrange access to computers and invite students to view Busted 
Halo: How do they choose a Pope? (4 min), 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xUtj8nd_pl4  
After viewing, students will create their own note, in whatever note 
style ς jot note, flowchart, mind map, Q+A format, etc.- outlining 
how a Pope is chosen by the College of Cardinals.  
As this is now the fourth note that the student has been 
responsible for developing, collect it to assess. 

 

 
Assessment as learning:  
Observation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assessment as learning: accuracy of 
key points of note-taking 
 
 
 
 

Differentiation of Learning:  
Some students can watch a 
video on the roles and 
responsibilities of a bishop, if 
the reading page is too difficult, 
https://www.youtube.com/watc
h?v=KmlPrOOqpEY 
 
 
Assessment as learning: peer 
conferencing, 
Gradual Release of 
Responsibility;  
 
Assessment for Learning: use 
strategy of pausing and 
questioning to check 
comprehension 
 
Assessment as learning: note-
taking; accuracy of key points of 
note-taking 
 
Assessment of learning: note on 
Choosing a Pope 

 

http://www.catholicmom.com/2007_lesson_plans/Whatdoesthebishopwear.pdf
http://www.catholicmom.com/2007_lesson_plans/Whatdoesthebishopwear.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xUtj8nd_pl4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KmlPrOOqpEY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KmlPrOOqpEY
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 CONSOLIDATION 
Å Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection 
Å Helping students demonstrate what they have learned 

CONNECTIONS 

Independently, have students create a Venn Diagram comparing 
and contrasting the roles and responsibilities of the Pope and a 
Bishop. 
 
Organize a class prayer service calling on the Holy Spirit to rest 
on all Church Leaders, especially Pope Francis and your local 
bishop.  
 
 

 
Assessment of learning: 
Accuracy of the Venn Diagram 
 
 

Differentiation of Learning:  
 
Allow students access to their 
notes 
Provide guiding questions as 
prompts for the comparison  
Allow for peer conferences 
during the creation of the 
Venn Diagram  

 

 

 
CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES 

 Further extensions to this lesson might include: 
 

¶ /ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ tƻǇŜ CǊŀƴŎƛǎΩ ǘǿŜŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ŀƴȅ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƴŜǿǎ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
involve him. 

¶ Have students design their own Sweet Tweet poster with an image of the Pope. 

¶ Write a biography or create a timeline for Pope Francis.  

¶ Research and write a biography or create a timeline for another pope or your local 
bishop. 

¶ Share read aloud or highlight a book on the popes, like Jorge from Argentina: The Story 
of Pope Francis for Children. 

¶ Assign a research project on a moral teaching of the Church that the Pope would 
promote. In Grade 7, this issue should deal with a life issue (e.g. marriage, cloning, 
abortion, pornography, genocide, euthanasia or the social order (e.g. use of technology, 
poverty, environmenǘύ βa[ мΦоγΦ 

¶ Invite your local bishop or auxiliary bishop to visit the class for Q&A. 

¶ Explore this idŜŀ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƘǳƳŀƴ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ 
people of God is an old one (King David) and still exists today with the British Monarchy 
and the Prime Minister. 

¶ As part of morning announcements, schedule students to research, write, and share 
interesting facts about Pope Francis. 

¶ Have students learn more about vocations and consider how God gives them the 
power/gifts to accomplish the goals they hope to achieve for God just as God gave the 
apostles gifts to accomplish the goals they hoped to achieve for God. The following video 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0819840068/catholicmom
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0819840068/catholicmom
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from Brothers in Black could be used as a provocation for this discussion: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eYv74jAmOTw&index=4&list=PL5E5E61E0B2515E79 

 

  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eYv74jAmOTw&index=4&list=PL5E5E61E0B2515E79
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Appendix A ς 

Sweet Tweets by Pope Francis 

@Pontifex 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

To be friends with God 

means to pray with 

simplicity, like children 

talking to their 

parents. 

 

Dear young people, 

do not give up your 

dreams of a more 

just world! 

 

Do not be afraid to 

cast yourselves into 

the arms of God; 

whatever he asks of 

you, he will repay a 

hundredfold. 

 

Peace is a gift of God, 

but requires our efforts. 

Let us be people of 

peace in prayer and 

deed 

 

When one lives 

attached to money, 

pride or power, it is 

impossible to be truly 

happy. 

 

There is never a 

reason to lose hope. 

WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀȅǎΥ άL ŀƳ 

with you until the 

end of the world. 

 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎŜ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ 

difficulties, let us ask 

the Lord for the 

strength to remain 

joyful witnesses to our 

faith. 

 

To live as true children of 

God means to love our 

neighbour and to be 

close to those who are 

lonely and in difficulty. 

 

The World Cup allowed 

people from different 

countries and religions to 

come together. May sport 

always promote the 

culture of encounter. 

 

Dear young people, do 

not be mediocre; the 

Christian life 

challenges us with 

great ideals. 

With God, nothing is 

lost; but without him, 

everything is lost. 

 

https://twitter.com/Pontifex
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Appendix B 

 

http://thedailyquotes.com/wp -content/uploads/2014/01/dear -young-people-pope-francis-quotes-sayings-

pictures.jpg  

 

http://thedailyquotes.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/dear-young-people-pope-francis-quotes-sayings-pictures.jpg
http://thedailyquotes.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/dear-young-people-pope-francis-quotes-sayings-pictures.jpg
http://catholicteenapologetics.files.wordpress.com/2013/04/pope-francis-to-young-people.jpg
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http://www.pinterest.com/pin/113364115593344629/   

http://www.pinterest.com/pin/113364115593344629/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=GvnvPxrgQC-uCM&tbnid=WiYZadr130VH_M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://luxveritatis7.wordpress.com/2013/05/16/7-kutipan-katolik/&ei=nE-OUsGKJ-iT2QWaioGwDA&psig=AFQjCNHDIMtEESwLbs41gjzMmgAVgcT2uQ&ust=1385144561284235
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Appendix C 

The Early Church: The Apostles as Leaders 

Read each of the following passages. In point form, provide details from scripture to answer the 

question. 

Scripture Passage What does this tell you about the leadership qualities and tasks 

designated to the leaders of the Early Church? 

Acts 2:42-47 

 

 

 

2 Corinthians 5:20 

 

 

 

Mark 16:15 

 

 

 

Ephesians 5:19-20 

 

 

 

Ephesians 6:18 
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Hebrews 10:24-25 

 

 

 

 

2 Timothy 4:2 

 

 

 

 

2 Timothy 3:14-17 

 

 

 

 

John 14:26  

 

 

Matthew 28:19-20 
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The Early Church: The Apostles as Leaders 

Scripture Passage What does this tell you about the leadership 

qualities and tasks designated to the leaders of 

the Early Church? 

 

Matthew 28:19-20 Make all people disciples; baptise them in the 

name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Teach them to obey what Jesus taught. 

2 Corinthians 5:20 {ǇŜŀƪ ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘΤ ƳŀƪŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŀǇǇŜŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ 

who will listen 

 

Mark 16:15 Preach the Gospel 

 

Ephesians 5:19-20, 6:18 Speak with words of psalms, hymns and sacred 

songs; praise the Lord 

 

Ephesians 6:18 tǊŀȅ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 

 

Hebrews 10:24-25 Help one another to show love and do good; 

come together 

 

2 Timothy 4:2 Preach the message; teach with patience 

 

2 Timothy 3:14-17 Know the scripture and use it to teach the Truth; 

give instruction for right living 

 

John 14:26 The Holy Spirit will teach them and remain with 

them 

 

Acts 2:42-47. 

 

Learned from the apostles, take part in fellowship 

meals (Eucharist), prayers; witnessed miracles 

and shared belongings; sell what they owned and 

distributed the money according to what each 

one needed; go to temple daily and eat together; 

praise God 

 

 



 

Catholic Curriculum Corporation ð Central and Western Region 

Religious Education, Grades 7 and 8 Teacher Resources 

"We Have Neither Silver Nor Gold"  35 

Appendix D: Student Note 

Apostolic Succession and the Hierarchy of the Church 

Jesus is the head of the Church. He is the cornerstone. As he began his mission, Jesus chose 12 apostles 
ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ ƘƛƳΤ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŜȅŜ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ IŜ ƎŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŜ 
Holy Spirit and sent them as his authoritative messengers to all the world. They assured unity and the 
consistent and true teachings of Jesus to the early Church. They conferred their mission and authority 
upon their successors, the bishops, through the laying on of hands. This process is called APOSTOLIC 
SUCCESSION.  

Because all power and authority comes from Christ, the Church has a hierarchal structure. The top of the 
pyramid is known as the MAGISTERIUM. It is the living, teaching office of the Church whose task it is to 
give authentic interpretation of the word of God whether in its written form (Sacred Scripture) or in the 
form of Tradition. In the pyramid below, colour the Magisterium yellow. 

 

 

           Pope 

 

             College of Bishops 

     Cardinals 
     Archbishops 
       Bishops       
 

Priests 

                                                                                  

Deacons  

  

    

            Laity ς all the baptized faithful; the People of God 

 

 

The Bishops of the Church are given to us by Christ to act as our shepherds. Bishops are in charge of a 
DIOCESE which is a geographical area made of local parishes of the faithful. The Bishop is the superior of 

all the priests (except those belonging to religious orders) in his diocese. The Bishop is the local spiritual 
leader of all the faithful of his geographic area. 
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In an Archdiocese, the Bishop will usually be given the honourable rank of Archbishop. The usual way to 
address an Archbishop is as "Your Grace or "Your Excellency."   

In the modern Church, however, not all bishops occupy pastoral positions as the heads of dioceses and 
several dioceses are so large as to require more than one bishop rather than divide the diocese into 
smaller dioceses. Thus many Bishops are Papal Diplomats, and many Dioceses have one or more 
Auxiliary Bishops assisting the Bishop. 

All Bishops, except the Pope who is the Bishop of Rome, are required by Canon Law to tender their 
resignation if sickness or other grave reasons make them incapable of carrying on their role, or when 
they reach the age of 75.  

All Bishops are also required to submit a report to the Pope every five years, reporting on their diocese 
and any problems that may have arisen in their diocese or difficulties the faithful are facing. At about 
the time that this report is required, the Bishops of the region make their visit ad limina Apostolorum 
where they travel to Rome to pray before the Tomb of St Peter and to meet individually with the Holy 
Father to ensure he is kept aware of the state of the Church throughout the world.  

Most countries or regions have established Bishops' Conferences. These are forums for the bishops of a 
region to come together to discuss issues of mutual concern. Although the meeting of all the Bishops is 
important, it must be remembered that it is the individual bishop in his individual diocese who exercises 
the teaching and pastoral duties.  

Excerpt from http://www.catholic-pages.com/hierarchy/bishops.aspfunct. 

If you would like to review this information, in another format, view Bishop R. Daniel Conlon of the 

Catholic Diocese of Joliet as he answers the question, "What is a bishop, and what is their role in the 

Church?" https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KmlPrOOqpEY 

  

http://www.catholic-pages.com/hierarchy/bishops.aspfunct
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KmlPrOOqpEY
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Virtues and Moral Decision 

Making  

 

GRADE 7  

 

Religious Education  

Grade 7  

 Lesson Title:  Introduction to the Cardinal and 

Theological Virtues to support Moral Decision 

Making 

Suggested length of time: 80-120 minutes 

Lesson Overview 

This lesson will introduce students to the 

virtues of the faith so that they can make 

informed moral decisions. 

 

 
CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS 

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS 

¶ ML2: demonstrate an understanding 
that when faced with a moral choice in 
our life, the judgement of our conscience 
can be right or wrong (i.e. we can choose 
good or evil, we can develop virtues / 
vices) 

¶ ML2.2: describe through the use of 
example, how making moral choices 
promotes a life of virtue 

¶ ML3: demonstrate an understanding of 
the importance of developing a life of 
virtue (good habits and practices; 
Cardinal and Theological Virtues) in 
order to discern and implement the 
moral teachings found in the Gospels 
and applied through the teachings of the 
Church 

¶ ML3.2: identify and describe the cardinal 
and theological virtues identified by the 
church; explain how they are acquired 
and give examples of how they assist us 
in the Christian life. 

The Catholic Social Teaching evident in this 
lesson includes:  

Call to Family, Community and Participation 

 

The Ontario Catholic School Graduate 
Expectations evident in this lesson include:  

A Discerning Believer Formed in the Catholic 
Faith Community Who: 

¶ Integrates faith with life. 
 

A Reflective, Creative and Holistic Thinker 
Who: 

¶ Makes decisions in light of gospel 
values with an informed moral 
conscience. 

 
A Responsible Citizen Who: 

¶ Acts morally and legally as a person 
formed in Catholic traditions 
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¶ LC1: understand that belonging to the 
community of the Church involves 
responsibilities of faith (belief and 
worship) and of Christian living 
(solidarity and moral life) 
 

Family Life 

Á D3: analyze and practice a process for 
decision making 

¶  

 

 Guiding Questions  

Catholic Social Teaching: 

¶ How do I make decisions? What effects do my decisions have on others? 
 

Scripture Passages: 

¶ Colossians 3:12-14 
 

Critical Thinking/Literacy: 

¶ How do our virtues influence how we make decisions? 
 

Teachers and students may develop additional questions from the framework to guide their 

learning inquiry. 

 

 LEARNING GOALS 

At the end of this lesson, students will be able to: 

¶ Identify and describe the cardinal and theological virtues 

¶ Explain how virtues are acquired/developed 

¶ Apply critical thinking to a moral decision 
 

Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co-constructed as a class in language 

meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during 

the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of 

student performance that are assessed and/or evaƭǳŀǘŜŘ όƛΦŜΦΣ ǘƘŜ άƭƻƻƪπŦƻǊǎέύ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ 

curriculum expectations. 
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 INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT 

Prior Learning: None 

 

 

 

 

 

Teacher Readiness:  Prepare necessary 

materials before starting this lesson. Review 

Believe in Me text p 59 άIƻǿ ǘƻ Make Good 

5ŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎέ 

 

Student Readiness: None. 

 

Terminology:  see Appendix A 

 

 

Materials:  

- Copy and cut Appendix A (one set of 
appendix A per group) 

- Copy and cut Appendix B (one case study per 
group) 

 

Internet Resources:  

- Catechism 
http://www.scborromeo.org/ccc.htm  

- Catholic Toolbox. 
http://catholicblogger1.blogspot.ca/  

- Loyola Press. http://www.loyolapress.com/  
- Our Language, Our Story. 

http://www.ourlanguageourstory.org/intro.
html  

 

Resources: 

¶ Catechism and/ or YOUCAT 

 

NOTE:  

Appendix A can be used throughout the year. An 

easy way to organize multiple sets is to photocopy 

each set on a different colour of paper. Cardstock 

provides a firmer ñmatch cardò to work with. 

Sandwich bags or elastics are a great way to keep 

the whole set together. 

 

  

http://www.scborromeo.org/ccc.htm
http://catholicblogger1.blogspot.ca/
http://www.loyolapress.com/
http://www.ourlanguageourstory.org/intro.html
http://www.ourlanguageourstory.org/intro.html
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 MINDS ON 
Å Establishing a positive learning environment 

Å Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences 

Å Setting the context for learning 

CONNECTIONS 

Whole Class: Opening Prayer 

Sign of the Cross 

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Colossians (3:12-14) 

!ǎ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ƻƴŜǎΣ Ƙƻƭȅ ŀƴŘ ōŜƭƻǾŜŘΣ ŎƭƻǘƘŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ 
compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience.  Bear 
with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against 
another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so 
you also must forgive.  Above all, clothe yourselves with love, 
which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 
 
The word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.) 
 
Let us pray: 
God of all people, we invite you into our lives. We look to your 
Son, Jesus Christ, to know how to live in love with one another.  
Open our hearts and minds so we may develop the habits of 
virtuous living. Let us remember that you are always with us, 
especially when we are faced with difficult decisions. We thank 
you for your guidance and your love. Amen. 
Sign of the Cross 
 

Small Groups: Have students complete the Virtue Match 
(Appendix A). 

Assessment for learning: 

- Observation 
 

Assessment as learning:  

- Discussion 
participation 

 

Differentiation of 
learning: 

- Allow students to use 
the YOUCAT or 
Catechism to help 
them match 

- Read the cards aloud 
and discuss what each 
definition means 

- Distribute the cards 
among the class 
(there are 20 cards so 
one per student with a 
few pairs as 
necessary) so students 
have to travel and 
communicate to find 
their match 

 

 ACTION 
Å Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning 

Å Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided Č independent) 

CONNECTIONS 

Whole Class:  

Examine YOUCAT or the Catechism (or the match definitions 
from Appendix A) and discuss how virtues (and good habits) are 
acquired/developed. Have students copy the definition for each 
virtue. Out of the class discussion, students should be able to 
write a definition in their own words, and provide an example. 

Small Groups:  

Have students develop a 3-5 step Action Plan to help develop 
virtues (generally, or give each group a virtue). Students should 

Assessment for learning:  

- None 
 

Assessment as learning:  

- Whole group 
discussion 

- Observation of small 
group collaboration 
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ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƻ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
action plan and develop this virtue. Students should be 
prepared to share their action plan steps with the class. 
Investigate commonalities in action plans and create a set of 
Ŏƭŀǎǎ ά{ǘŜǇǎ ǘƻ {ƻƭǾŜ ŀ tǊƻōƭŜƳΦέ ό¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΥ Believe in 
Me text p 59 άIƻǿ ǘƻ aŀƪŜ DƻƻŘ 5ŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎέ 

Whole Class:  

Share Action Plans and pray the prayers. 

Explain that the small groups will be presented with a case 
study. Groups will need to: 

1. Make a decision 
2. Explain how they came to their decision 
3. Name the virtue(s) that apply  

 

Small Groups:  

Distribute one case study (from Appendix B - Applying Virtues 
to Case Studies) to each group. Provide time for group to 
discuss and problem solve. 

After groups have come to a solution have them pair and share 
with another group. Have groups rotate around the room until 
they have shared their case studies and solutions with all 
groups. 

Assessment of learning: 

- Action Plan 
- Presentation 

 

Differentiation of 
Learning: 
-  Provide a handout with the 

Virtues definitions pre-
printed and space for 
students to add their own 
definition and an example 

 

 CONSOLIDATION 
Å Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection 

Å Helping students demonstrate what they have learned 

CONNECTIONS 

 Have students choose a virtue and create a greeting card.  

Students will choose a family member as a role model and 
reflect on how he or she lives a virtuous life. Students should 
be able to identify the virtue(s) their chosen family member 
has and give examples how the virtues are used in the family 
ƳŜƳōŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ 

Front of the card: name of the virtue and a definition in their 
own words.  

Inside of the card: Direct a thank you to the family member for 
displaying the virtue and explain how that has helped the 
student develop the virtue themselves. Inform students the 

Assessment for learning:  

- None 
 

Assessment as learning:  

- None 
 

Assessment of learning: 

- Final task (front of 
card) 

 
 

Differentiation of 
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inside message will not be marked, only the cover of the card. 

Students should be encouraged to give their greeting card to 
the family member they chose to examine. 

Learning:  
- Dramatize their 

solution to the moral 
dilemma 

- Write the ending to 
the story 

- Represent the virtues 
artistically through 
the use of silhouettes 
or portraits 

 

 CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES 

 Further extensions to this lesson might include: 

¶ Creating their own Applying Virtues Case Studies 

¶ /ƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƴƎ ŀ άƭƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƪŜΣ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ƭƛƪŜΣ ŦŜŜƭǎ ƭƛƪŜέ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ǾƛǊǘǳŜ 

¶ Examining the virtues as opposites of the Seven Deadly Sins where each sin lacks a virtue 
(e.g. pride lacks humility, gluttony lacks temperance, etc.). Have a discussion about evil 
as a lack of good/virtue, perhaps in connection to the case studies. 

¶ Investigating the Fruits and Gifts of the Holy Spirit and their connection to the virtues 

¶ Completing activities suggested at Loyola Press. http://www.loyolapress.com/faith-hope-
and-love-theological-virtues-activity.htm  
 

  

http://www.loyolapress.com/faith-hope-and-love-theological-virtues-activity.htm
http://www.loyolapress.com/faith-hope-and-love-theological-virtues-activity.htm
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Appendix A ς Virtue Match        Grade 7  

Virtue  

A positive habit that allows a person to 
perform good actions and to give the best 

of himself. 
YOUCAT 299, CCC 1803,1833 

   

Cardinal Virtues  

Four virtues that play a pivotal role. All 
other virtues are grouped around them. 
They govern our acts, order our passions, 
and guide our conduct in accordance with 

reason and faith. 
YOUCAT 300, CCC 1805, 1834 

   

Prudence  

Guides conscience formation. A Christian 
will discern the good and choose the correct 
means to live according to the law of Christ. 

One of the four cardinal virtues. 
YOUCAT 301, CCC 1806, 1835 

   

Justice  

DƛǾŜ ǘƻ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻur what is 
due to them. One of the four cardinal 

virtues. 
YOUCAT 302, CCC 1807, 1836 

   

Fortitude  

Ensures perseverance in commitment to 
good, firmness in difficulties and constancy 
in doing the good. One of the four cardinal 

virtues. 
YOUCAT 303, CCC 1809, 1837 

   

Temperance  

Ensures a Christian uses will over instinct 
and keeps natural desires within their 
proper limits. One of the four cardinal 

virtues. 
YOUCAT 304, CCC 1809, 1838 
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Theological 
Virtues 

 

Three virtues that relate directly to God. 
They are the way by which we can reach 

God directly through a relationship with the 
Holy Spirit. 

YOUCAT 305, CCC 1812-1813, 1840 

   

Faith  

The virtue by which we believe in God, 
acknowledge his truth, and commit 

ourselves personally to him. 
YOUCAT 307, CCC 1814-1816, 1842 

   

Hope  

The power by which we firmly and 
constantly long to praise and serve God, 

find our fulfillment in God, and for our final 
home in God. 

YOUCAT 308, CCC 1817-1821, 1843 

   

Charity  

The virtue by which we love God above all 
ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ 
sake as unconditionally and sincerely as we 

accept ourselves. 
YOUCAT 309, CCC 1822-1829, 1844 
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Appendix B ς Applying Virtues to Case Studies     Grade 7  

Case Study #1 

You volunteer at an animal shelter every Saturday. Three weeks ago a family came in to drop off their 

adult dog who they can no longer care for because of changes in their personal lives/schedules. The dog 

is very obedient and well-mannered and passed the behavior test with flying colours. The shelter 

ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƳǳŎƘ ƻƭŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǇǳǇǇƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

young dogs. You have been walking and playing with the dog since it came to the shelter and would 

ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƛǘ ƘƻƳŜΦ ¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƧƻōΣ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŀŦŦƻǊŘ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ǘƘŜ 

adoption fee. Your parents would be happy to add the dog to your family, but say you need to find the 

ƳƻƴŜȅ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ǘƘŜ ŀŘƻǇǘƛƻƴ ŦŜŜΣ ǾŜǘŜǊƛƴŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŦƻƻŘ ōƛƭƭǎΦ LŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ о ǿŜŜƪǎΣ ƛǘ 

ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ Ǉǳǘ ŘƻǿƴΦ {ƘƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ŀǎƪ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǿŀƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŀŘƻǇǘƛƻƴ ŦŜŜǎ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ άǊŜǎŎǳŜέ ǘƘŜ 

dog, even though the shelter needs the money to pay for the food and medicine the dog has used? Even 

if they do, should you accept the offer considering the fact your parents said you needed to be 

responsible for the money? 

 

Case Study #2 

You go on a field trip with your class to a museum a few hours away. Your teacher divides you into 

groups of 3 and sends you on a scavenger hunt. You decide that your group will finish faster if you split 

up. You are running between exhibits when your jacket gets caught and breaks a piece off of one of the 

dƛǎǇƭŀȅǎΦ Lǘ ƭƻƻƪǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƻƭŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŜȄǇŜƴǎƛǾŜΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƧŀŎƪŜǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǊƛǇǇŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ǎŀǿ ȅƻǳΦ 5ƻ ȅƻǳ 

tell your group? Do you tell your teacher? Do you tell the museum staff? 

 

Case Study #3 

You go to the movies with your parents and they give you the exact change to go buy the tickets while 

they get the snacks. You hand over the money, but the cashier gives you money back. She accidentally 

ŎƘŀǊƎŜŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ άȅƻǳǘƘέ ǊŀǘŜΦ ²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ŘƻΚ 

 

Case Study #4 

Your dad coaches your sports team and seems to give you more playing time than your teammates. You 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴȅ ƳƻǊŜ ǎƪƛƭƭ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜƳΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ƴƻǿ 

that you get to play so much. You love being in the middle of the action and never have as much fun on 

the bench. Your dad always talks about how playing time is shared equally and he makes decisions to 

ōŜƴŎƘ ǎƻƳŜ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦŀƛǊ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘǊǳŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦ ²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ 

do about the situation and how do you explain your decision to your dad and your teammates? 
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Case Study #5 

Your best friend is getting into trouble and doing lots of thingǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƘŜκǎƘŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ, including 

staying out past curfew, skipping school, stealing from the corner store, and maybe even drugs. What 

can you do to help your friend? 

 

Case Study #6 

You receive an email addressed to your principal with a discount code that lets you order free movies or 

ǾƛŘŜƻ ƎŀƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ōƛƎ ŎƘŀƛƴ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎƘƛǇǇŜŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ 

ǘƻ ƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿŜǎǘ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴȅ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳ 

received the code. What do you do? 

 

Case Study #7 

YouǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ƎŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜΣ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ ǎtuffed it under your 

bed where ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΦ LǘΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻǳǎƛƴΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ƛƴ ŀ ǿŜŜƪ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƻƳ ƪŜŜǇǎ ƴŀƎƎƛƴƎ 

ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ Ŏƻǳǎƛƴ ŀ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿant to spend your money. Your cousin and your friend 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΦ 5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǊŜ-gift the present you got?  

 

Case Study #8 

Your classmate is having a year-ŜƴŘ ǇŀǊǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƛǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǿƻƴΩǘ 

be home, but he handed out ƛƴǾƛǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ άǎƛƎƴŜŘέ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ 

chaperone the whole thing. Everyone is talking about it and it seems to you like everyone will be going, 

ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ȅƻǳ Ǝƻ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ 5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ 

parents the truth or give them the invite? 
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Advent ɀ God Becomes Man 
 

GRADE 7  

 

Religious Education  

Grade 7  

 Unit: Advent- God becomes Man 
Lesson Titles:  
The Titles of Jesus  
Jesus, Our Messiah 
The O Antiphons of Advent 
John 3:16 meets Pop Culture 
 
Suggested length of time: 8 -12 classes 

Unit Overview 

In this unit of study, students will research 
their own names and those titles given to Jesus 
using scripture. They will learn about Advent 
and the role of John the Baptist and other 
prophets in telling others about who Jesus was 
and reflect on how they must take this same 
ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΦ 

 

 
CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS 

ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS 

¶ BL1: Demonstrate an understanding of 
Christ as the centre of Sacred Scripture (i.e. 
the Messiah who fulfills the covenantal 
ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ wŜƛƎƴύΦ  

¶ BL1.1: Articulate what is meant by the 
/ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ōŜƭƛŜŦ ǘƘŀǘ άDƻŘ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ 
single Word through all the words of 
{ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ unique Word is 
Jesus Christ.  

¶ BL1.2: Compare the Old and New 
Testament images of the Messiah and the 
Kingdom of God and link these to the 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά¦ƴƛǉǳŜ ²ƻǊŘέ ς 
Jesus Christ and his teaching of the 
Beatitudes.  

¶ BL1.3: Explain why the Gospels are the 
heart of all the Scriptures.  

The Ontario Catholic School Graduate 
Expectations evident in this lesson include:  

Discerning Believer Formed in the Catholic 
Faith Community Who: 

¶ Illustrates a basic understanding of the 
saving story of our Christian Faith 

¶ !ŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ ƻƴ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ ŀǎ 
communicated through the Hebrew and 
Christian Scripture 

 
A Collaborative Contributor Who: 

¶ Works effectively as an interdependent 
team member 

¶ Achieves excellence, originality, and 
ƛƴǘŜƎǊƛǘȅ ƛƴ ƻƴŜΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ 
these qualities in the work of others. 
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¶ BL2.1: Identify the significance and 
ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǊŜŘŜƳǇǘƛǾŜ 
ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /Ǌƻǎǎ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ tƭŀƴ ƻŦ 
Salvation (i.e. Jesus and Israel, the Law, the 
Messiah, the sacrifice of the Cross for our 
sins). 

¶ PR2: Understand that the various forms of  
prayer have their origin in scripture and 
ŀǊŜ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
communal prayer 

¶ PR2.2: Identify the various forms of prayer 
(i.e. blessing, petition, intercession, 
thanksgiving, and praise) found in the 
tǎŀƭƳǎΣ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ 
ƘƻǳǊǎέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘǳǊƎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IƻǳǊǎΦ 

¶ LC1: Understand that belonging to the 
community of the Church involves 
responsibilities of faith (belief and 
worship) and of Christian Living 
(solidarity and moral life) 

¶ LS3: Understand that as Christians we 
Ŏŀƴ ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ 
major religions concerning common 
elements 

 

 

¶  

 

 Guiding Questions  

What do the titles of Jesus found in scripture reveal about his mission and fulfillment of the 
ŎƻǾŜƴŀƴǘŀƭ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ wŜƛƎƴΚ  
 
Why does the season of Advent remind me that Jesus is my Messiah and Saviour? 
 
How does my understanding of the connection between the Old and New Testaments foster a 
sense of solidarity with my Jewish brothers and sisters? 
 
How can I bring hope and tell others who Jesus is? 
 
Teachers and students may develop additional questions to guide their learning inquiry. 
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 LEARNING GOALS 

At the end of this lesson, students will be able to:  

¶ Understand the importance of names when entering and establishing relationships. 

¶ Identify and explain the significance of several titles of Jesus, especially that of Messiah.  

¶ Read selected Old Testament and New Testament readings to describe Jesus as the 
ŦǳƭŦƛƭƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƻǾŜƴant to Israel and to the world. 

¶ Explain how the season of Advent reminds Christians to prepare themselves for the 
Kingdom of Heaven. 

 

Success Criteria, based on the Learning Goals, can be co-constructed as a class in language 
meaningful to students. The success criteria help students understand what to look for during 
the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. They identify the significant aspects of 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŀǎǎŜǎǎŜŘ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜŘ όƛΦŜΦΣ ǘƘŜ άƭƻƻƪπŦƻǊǎέύ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ to 
curriculum expectations. 

 

 INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS AND CONTEXT 

Prior Learning:  

Locating passages in the Bible 
 
Listing and giving examples for each form of 
prayer: blessing, petition, intercession, 
thanksgiving, praise 
 
Understands the kingdom of heaven as 
taught by Jesus in the parables 
 
Knowledge and comfort using the elements 
of design in both visual arts and media 
studies 
 
Teacher Readiness:   

¶ Catechism of the Catholic Church, #430-
455 

¶ YouCat, pp. 50- 54 

¶ Believe in Me, TR 5.1 pp. 179-185; SB 
Unit 5, pp. 85-93 

Preview the video on John the Baptist: 
http://www.thereligionteacher.com/videos/a
dvent/st-john-the-baptist/  

Catholic Update: Jesus, the Messiah 

¶ Materials:  

¶ Anchor Chart: Name and Titles of Jesus 

¶ Copy of Title/Names of Jesus Wordle 

¶ Class set of Titles of Jesus graphic organizer 

¶ Group Assessment Sheets ς 1/learning team 

¶ Copy of the Image of the Anointing of David 

¶ Scripture Reference Graphic Organizer ς 
1/student 

¶ Advent Evangelization Project Outline ς 
1/student 

 

Internet Resources:  

- Video on the meaning of Advent from 

Brothers in Black 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1jxOzM

VOD-I 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S18kCAI

qbKM&list=PL5E5E61E0B2515E79 

- Video on John the Baptist: 

http://www.thereligionteacher.com/videos/

advent/st-john-the-baptist/   

http://www.thereligionteacher.com/videos/advent/st-john-the-baptist/
http://www.thereligionteacher.com/videos/advent/st-john-the-baptist/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1jxOzMVOD-I
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1jxOzMVOD-I
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S18kCAIqbKM&list=PL5E5E61E0B2515E79
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S18kCAIqbKM&list=PL5E5E61E0B2515E79
http://www.thereligionteacher.com/videos/advent/st-john-the-baptist/
http://www.thereligionteacher.com/videos/advent/st-john-the-baptist/


 

Catholic Curriculum Corporation ð Central and Western Region 

Religious Education, Grades 7 and 8 Teacher Resources 

"We Have Neither Silver Nor Gold"  50 

 

Review and be able to articulate to students 
the basic theology of the Trinity: God the 
CŀǘƘŜǊ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƳŀƴΦ  DƻŘ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ 
{ǇƛǊƛǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƳŀƴΦ  hƴƭȅ DƻŘ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴ 
became man. Jesus Christ is fully human AND 
fully divine. Others give Jesus the title Son of 
God, while Jesus calls himself the Son of Man. 
 
Student Readiness:  

Familiarity with Co-operative Learning and 
group work roles 
 

Terminology: Advent, Parousia, Messiah, 
Christ, Lamb of God, Son of God, Son of Man, 
Prince of Peace, Rabbi, Prophet, Saviour, 
King, Covenant, O Antiphons, pop culture 
 

 

- Titles of Jesus 

https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/d

ictionary-of-bible-themes/2203-Jesus-Christ-

titles-names 

- hΩ !ƴǘƛǇƘƻƴǎ 

http://www.catholiceducation.org/articles/r

eligion/re0374.html  

- John 3:16 in Pop Culture 
http://content.time.com/time/photogallery/

0,29307,1870689,00.html 

Resources: 

¶ Copies of the prayer I am Yours and any 

others Advent prayers used throughout the 

three part lessons 

¶ Bibles 

¶ tǊŀȅŜǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ hΩ !ƴǘƛǇƘƻƴǎ 

¶ Anchor Chart: Name and Titles of Jesus 

¶ Baby Name Book for prayer table 

¶ Believe in Me, SB Unit 5, pp. 85-93 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MINDS ON 
Å Establishing a positive learning environment 
Å Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences 
Å Setting the context for learning 

CONNECTIONS 

The Titles of Jesus 
Teacher will identify the learning goal, explaining that the class 
will be studying the importance of names and titles, especially 
those given to Jesus over several Religion Classes. 
 
Begin with this prayer: 
I am yours 
I am not afraid, my Lord, for you have created me. 
You call me by my name. I am yours! 
For you are the Lord my God, 
The Holy One, my saviour! 
I am precious in your sight, 
And you love me. 
For your glory you have created, 
Formed and fashioned each one by your name. 
You alone are God. 
Now and for evermore. 
Since you are by me, I do not fear. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/dictionary-of-bible-themes/2203-Jesus-Christ-titles-names
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/dictionary-of-bible-themes/2203-Jesus-Christ-titles-names
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/dictionary-of-bible-themes/2203-Jesus-Christ-titles-names
http://www.catholiceducation.org/articles/religion/re0374.html
http://www.catholiceducation.org/articles/religion/re0374.html
http://content.time.com/time/photogallery/0,29307,1870689,00.html
http://content.time.com/time/photogallery/0,29307,1870689,00.html
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(Based on Isaiah 43:1-7) 
YouCat, p. 23 
 
Whole Group  
Mixing up the order of the chart below, ask students to match 
the title with the proper name. 
 
 

His 
Excellency, 
Bishop 

(name of your local bishop) 

Dr. Martin Luther King 

Premier Kathleen Wynne 

Prince George (young son of  William and Kate; 
great grandson of Queen Elizabeth) 

Pope Frances Jorge Mario Bergoglio 

Mr./Mrs./Ms. (your name) 

 
Ask: What is the difference between a name and a title? 

Name= how a person is identified 
Title = a particular name that shows respect and often tells 

what job or role the person performs 
 
Community Building- Line Up 

1. While maintaining perfect silence, challenge students 
to line up alphabetically by last names in two minutes. 
Repeat again but this time using their first names. 
Maintaining this alphabetical order, close the line to 
create a circle. Pair up the students to answer the 
following interaction question: What do you like and 
dislike about your name? 
 
Combine pairs to create groups of 4 and have each 
person share quickly what their partner said.  
 
Note: These groups of four will be the learning teams 
used within this unit, so create a record of who is in 
each group. 
 

2. Ask the group to brainstorm and record on sticky notes 
any names or titles that they have heard Jesus called in 
the bible. If students are having a difficult time, allow 
them to skim through a bible after a few minutes. In ten 
minutes, in round robin fashion, have the groupsΩ 
reporter share one answer and add that sticky note to 
ŀƴ ŀƴŎƘƻǊ ŎƘŀǊǘ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ άbŀƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ¢ƛǘƭŜǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎέΣ 

 

 

Assessment for learning: 

Observation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assessment for learning: 

Initial group work 

observations to identify what 

skills in mini-lessons could be 

explicitly taught (eg. What is 
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continuing until all names and titles are represented. 
This is now a working anchor chart to which 
names/titles may be added or removed as more 
research is done by the students. 
 

Some suggestions: Jesus of Nazareth, Messiah, Jesus 
Christ, King of Kings, Prince of Peace, Son of God, Son 
of Man, Lord (of Ancient Israel), Lamb of God, Rabbi, 
priest, Son of David,  Emmanuel, Wisdom, Flower of 
WŜǎǎŜΩǎ ǎǘŜƳΣ YŜȅ ƻŦ 5ŀǾƛŘΣ wŀŘƛŀƴǘ ŘŀǿƴΣ YƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ 
ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ Χ 

Closing Prayer: Litany of the Holy Name 
              https://www.ewtn.com/faith/teachings/incab3c.htm 

Teacher Note: This prayer can be repeated often over              
this series of lessons. 

3. Have them copy the following questions into their 
Religion notebooks assigning it a due date. Share that a 
Baby Name Book has been placed on the prayer table 
to assist them in researching their names. 
 
Teacher Note: Please be sensitive to the fact that some 
family circumstances may not allow for a face to face 
interview or that extra time may be needed for students 
whose parents are working shiftwork to complete the 
task. 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴ ŀ bŀƳŜΚ  - Interview an elder member of your 

family to answer the following questions about your name 

or if you choose, his/her name. 

a) What is your complete and legal name? 

b) Who named you? 

c) When were your named? 

d) Why were you given that name? 

e) Were any other names considered for you before 

you were born? What could your name have been? 

f) What does your name mean? 

g) List any nicknames that you may be called and 

explain for at least one, its significance.  

h) Illustrate your name in a creative way. 

On the Name interview due date, ask students to move into 
their learning teams and share their interview answers and 
show their name creations. Display name creations around the 
class prayer table. 
Next in groups, complete two more name interviews - one for 

active listening?  How do you 

paraphrase what someone is 

saying?  Exploring ways to 

resolve conflict in group work) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ewtn.com/faith/teachings/incab3c.htm
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. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

Jesus and one for his cousin John - using information from 
scripture to assist them and recording their answers onto a T-
Chart Graphic Organizer. Review class guidelines for effective 
group work and advise learning teams to plan out how they will 
approach this task. 
 

Scripture References for 
Jesus 

Matthew 1: 18 ς 24 
(4th Sunday of Advent 

gospel, Year A) 
 

Luke 1: 26- 45 
(4th Sunday of Advent 

gospel, Year B) 
 

Luke 2: 21 

Scripture References for 
John 

Luke 1: 5-25 
 

Matthew 3:1-12 
(3rd Sunday of Advent 

Gospel, Year A) 
 

Luke 1: 57-66 
Luke 1:67-80 

 

 
After 20 minutes, provide answers from the chart in Appendix A 
and have each group evaluate their own charts, correcting any 
wrong answers and adding any missing information in a 
different coloured pen/font. 
 
wŜǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ŀƴŎƘƻǊ ŎƘŀǊǘ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ΨbŀƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ¢ƛǘƭŜǎ ŦƻǊ 
WŜǎǳǎΩ ŀƴŘ Ǉǳǘ ǎǘŀǊǎ ƻƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ 
exercise, adding to the sticky note if there is a translation or 
interpretation of the name/title. Explain that over the next few 
classes the names/titles will be researched.  
 
Share the JESUS Wordle. 
 
Have learning teams complete Appendix C, Learning Team 
Assessment. Attach the group assessment to the corrected 
Naming Chart for Cousins, Jesus and John and collect.  
 
Then, have students individually complete the following 
questions as an Exit Slip. 

¶ Write one thing you learned today.  

¶ Write one question you have about today's lesson. 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ƳŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǘƻŘŀȅ ǿŀǎΧ   

¶ ¢ƻ ōŜ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƳŜƳōŜǊΣ L ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻΧ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assessment as learning 

Appendix C: Group 
Assessment  
 
Exit Card 
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 ACTION 
Å Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning 

Å Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided Č independent) 

CONNECTIONS 

 Lesson Title: Jesus the Messiah 

Teacher will briefly review, through discussion, the liturgical 
season of Advent, its meaning and the signs, symbols, and 
traditions/customs associated with it. 
Watch the Brothers In Black Youtube clip and have students reflect 

ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ΨŘǊƻǇΩ ǘƘƛǎ !ŘǾŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ƳƻǊŜ 

meaningful. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1jxOzMVOD-I 

Teacher states: !ŘǾŜƴǘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƳŜŀƴǎ ΨŎƻƳƛƴƎΩΦ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ŀǊŜ 
preparing for the arrival of the baby Jesus on Christmas Day as if it 
had not yet happened  but what we are really awaiting is for the 
second coming of Jesus or the PAROUSIA.  

Teacher Note: Another clip, Turning Around by Brothers in Black 
can also be viewed to encourage discussion that can be used to 
improve student understanding about this liturgical season as they 
prepare for PAROUSIA.  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S18kCAIqbKM&list=PL5E5E61E

0B2515E79 

Teacher states: An important messenger of this preparation is John 
the Baptist who we have already read about in scripture. Today we 
will watch a short video about this cousin of Jesus. 

Small Groups 
Pose the following question to focus viewing: Who is John the 
Baptist and why is he important to the season of Advent? 

View The Religion Teacher video on John the Baptist. 
www.thereligionteacher.com/videos/advent/st-john-the-baptist/   

Ask learning teams to summarize the segment's key information. 
Each student is responsible for recording the key points as a 
Religion note. 

Assign and collect the following journal response: 

Journal Reflection 1 
Why do you think John the Baptist is an important figure in the 

season of Advent?  

Assessment for learning: 

Anecdotal notes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment as learning:  

Observation Checklist ς Group 

Process 

 

Assessment as learning:  

Journal Reflection 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1jxOzMVOD-I
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S18kCAIqbKM&list=PL5E5E61E0B2515E79
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S18kCAIqbKM&list=PL5E5E61E0B2515E79
http://www.thereligionteacher.com/videos/advent/st-john-the-baptist/
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Whole Group 

Teacher states: John tells his followers, his students, his DISCIPLES 
many things about who Jesus is.  
Then, the teacher will read John 1: 29 - 41 two times. 
In first reading, ask students to simply listen and try to understand 
the reading.  
 
Hand out Appendix D, a graphic organizer for Titles of Jesus or 
have students create their own. 

During the second reading, ask the students to record each Title of 
Jesus that is stated and ask questions for clarification. 

Titles in the passage: Lamb of God, Son of God, Rabbi, Messiah, 
Christ   

Refer to the class anchor chart to ensure that all titles are listed in 
both. Once again, put stars of the titles that have been verified in 
scripture. 

Allow students some time to begin working on the Graphic 
Organizer, The Titles of Jesus. 

If available, have students read student text, Believe in Me, pp. 88 
ς 92 for a description of many of the titles of Jesus. 
 
On board, write:  

MESSIAH (Jewish) = CHRIST (Greek) = anointed one 
 
Teacher states: Anointing or pouring a person with oil was very 
important in the Old Testament to recognize royalty and was used 
as a sign of dignity. The prophet Samuel anoints David, son of 
Jesse, a young shepherd boy, when he was asked by God to look 
for a new King of Israel. 
 
Do you know of any other times that oils are used in our Church 
today? 
In the sacraments; 3 different oils are prepared ς Chrism that is 
used in Baptism, Confirmation and Holy Orders, the Oil of 
Catechumens used in Baptism, and the Oil of the Sick used in the 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick. 
 
Show picture of The Anointing of David and have students ask 
questions, make observations and inferences and then read  
1 Samuel 16: 1- 12.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment as learning:  
Development and maintenance 
of student Titles of Jesus 
graphic organizer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Catholic Curriculum Corporation ð Central and Western Region 

Religious Education, Grades 7 and 8 Teacher Resources 

"We Have Neither Silver Nor Gold"  56 

 
Teacher states: When you read both the 1st and 2nd Books of the 
prophet Samuel, you learn that David kills Goliath, that he 
becomes a great warrior and saves the people of Israel from its 
enemies. He claims the city of Jerusalem and was famous for his 
musical talent. In fact, the Book of Psalms, which are really songs, 
were composed by King David to praise and honour God. These 
psalms are still proclaimed in our liturgies today.  
 
Although he was not perfect, David was so favoured by God that 
he is told that his kingdom will live forever. God makes David that 
promise; it is a COVENANT between God, King David and all of 
Israel.  
 
Ask: Was there another time that God made a covenant with his 
people? With Noah, with Abraham, with Moses 
 
So, the Jewish people were waiting for God to send them another 
great leader like David, a Messiah or Christ, who would save them 
from their enemies. They were waiting for the covenant to be 
fulfilled. Jews of today are still waiting for the Messiah as they 
recognize Jesus as a great prophet and not the Lord.  
 
At the time when Jesus was born, around 4 BCE, the Jews living in 
Jerusalem were part of the Ancient Roman Empire under the rule 
of King Herod. 
 
Ask: What qualities or characteristics do you think the Ancient Jews 
were expecting in the promised Messiah? 
 
Our next task will help us to verify what the Jewish People were 
told about their promised leader by the prophets of the Old 
Testament and the Gospel writers.  
 
We will complete two sections of the chart together, then you will 
meet with your learning teams to co-operatively fill in the rest of 
the graphic organizer. 
 
Teacher will model the completion of the chart using one Old 
Testament example, Isaiah 11: 2-10, and one New Testament 
example, Matthew 1: 1-17. Emphasize the repeated reading and 
re-reading of the text, the need to understand the analogies being 
used, trying to make mental images, and sometimes, using 
inferences to determine qualities highlighted in the passage. 

Before Learning Teams begin working, have them discuss a plan to 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment as learning:  
Development and maintenance 
of student Titles of Jesus 
graphic organizer 
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complete the task and review their own suggestions for being 

more effective within their group experience.  

 
Independent Exit Task One 
 

¶ Locate and read Isaiah 40: 1-5, 9-11. What titles and 
qualities are identified in this passage?  
 

Students to write Journal Entry 2 

¶ In your own words, explain how God fulfills his covenant of 
the promise of a Messiah through Jesus? 

 
Whole Group 
Review Anchor Chart for the Names and Titles of Jesus. What can 
be added? Do any of the titles need more explanation?   
 
Teacher Note: This may be a good time to explicitly teach or have a 
class discussion about the difference between the titles, Son of God 
and Son of Man using the reading selections found in Believe in Me, 
pp. 88 ς фн ƻǊ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǇŀǎǘƻǊ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜss this with the 
students. 
 
Allow students time to work on their own graphic organizer. 
 
Note: Introduce the final independent consolidation project here 
and provide students with the due date and schedule of work 
periods: Appendix K 
 
 
 
The O Antiphons of Advent 
 
Distribute or display on a Smart Board the reading selection on the 
hΩ !ƴǘƛǇƘƻƴǎΦ ό!ǇǇŜƴŘƛȄ IύΦ 
 
Have Learning Teams read the text and answer the questions 
about these traditional Advent prayers used as part of the Liturgy 
of the Hours from December 17 -23. Each learning team member is 
responsible for recording the answers in his/her own notebook. 
Correct as a class. 
  
Distribute Appendix I. Have each group propose a series of 8 
symbols they feel best represent the OΩ Antiphons. 
 
Add any of these titles which may be missing to both the Names 

 

 

Differentiation of 
Learning: 
Students can use Believe in Me, 

pp. 88 ï 92 which has brief 

reading selections explaining 

most of the important titles. a 

more thorough understanding  
 

Assessment as learning: 
Observation 
 

Assessment of learning: 
Independent Exit Task One 
(see Appendix F Answer Key) 
 

 

Differentiation of 
Learning: 
Allow for scribing, oral report, 
or capture student answers as a 
video clip on a personal device. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assessment as learning: 
Observation 
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ŀƴŘ ¢ƛǘƭŜǎ !ƴŎƘƻǊ /ƘŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƻǿƴ ¢ƛǘƭŜǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ ƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ 
organizer. 
 
Introduce and sing the hymn,  O Come, O Come Emmanuel as a 
ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜ hΩ !ƴǘƛǇƘƻƴǎΦ 
 
If time, have learning teams use the Internet to explore both the 
ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǎŀƭƳǎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ hΩ !ƴǘƛǇƘƻƴǎΦ  
 
tǊŀȅ ǘƘŜ hΩ !ƴǘƛǇƘƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 
vacation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 CONSOLIDATION 
Å Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection 

Å Helping students demonstrate what they have learned 

CONNECTIONS 

Allow time in class for students to work on the Advent Evangelization 

Project outlined in Appendix K. 

This project scenario involves having each student design an original 

logo for his/her favourite title of Jesus for Salt and Light Media 

merchandise. With the design, a typed reflection explaining the 

reasons for this choice and an original Advent prayer that uses this 

title will be expected. At least one scripture passage will need to be 

referenced in this project.  

Schedule a conference with each student. 

 

John 3:16 in Pop Culture 

Whole group 

Teacher states: An important scripture passage, John 3:16, ǎǘŀǘŜǎ άCƻǊ 
God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son, so that 
ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ƛƴ ƘƛƳ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ŘƛŜ ōǳǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ƭƛŦŜΦέ Lǘ 
summarizes the Good News of the Gospels and links this season of 
Advent to Easter. It is so important that I expect you to write it down 
and highlight it and start to memorize it. Beginning _______, you can 
recite it back to me for an assessment of learning mark. 
 
Allow time for students to copy your dictation of the verse, John 3:16. 
 
Ask: Have you seen this scripture reference anywhere? 
 
View the Time Photo Essay, John 3:16 in Pop Culture, the first time 

Assessment as learning: 
Conference 
 
Assessment of learning: 
Advent Evangelization 
Project Outline based co-
created Success Criteria 
and Rubric  based  
(Appendix I) 
 

Differentiation of 
Learning: This project 
allows for some student 
choice. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assessment of learning: 

Memorization of John 
3:16 
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without any comments allowing students to read and study the 6 
images. 
http://content.time.com/time/photogallery/0,29307,1870689,00.html  
 
Assemble into learning teams.  

View each image. 

Allow small group to discuss the images. Encourage the making of 

observations, questions and opinions. Before leaving each image, 

chose one or two groups to share an observation, question or opinion 

with the class. 

 
¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ {ǳƳƳŀǊȅ ƻŦ  ¢ƛƳŜ tƘƻǘƻ 9ǎǎŀȅΣ WŀƴΦ фΣ нллф  
John 3:16 in Pop Culture 
Image 1 ς Tim Tebow  
Image 2 ς Bible page showing text 
Image 3 ς wŀƛƴōƻǿ aŀƴΩǎ ¢-shirt 
Image 4 -  Wrestler Steve Austin  wearing Austin 3:16 
Image 5 ς  tǊƛƴǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƻŦ ŀ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘΩǎ ǇŀǇŜǊ ŎǳǇǎ 
Image 6 ς  displayed on a billboard 
 

Before writing, have students turn and discuss with a partner from 

their learning team what they need to improve based on the 

descriptive feedback provided from the two previous journal entries in 

this Advent Unit. Ask them to identify a target or personal learning 

goal for improvement at the top of their journal entry page. 

 

Journal Reflection 3 

Which of the images do you think was most effective in spreading 

the Good News? Why? 

Is it important to talk about Jesus in public? Be sure to provide 

evidence to back up your opinion. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assessment as learning 
 
Peer conference and 
goal setting 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Assessment of learning: 

Journal Reflection 3 

 

 

http://content.time.com/time/photogallery/0,29307,1870689,00.html
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 CONTINUED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES 

 Further extensions to this lesson might include: 

¶ Each student can create his/her own Name Wordle from their given names, nicknames, 
and roles 

¶ Share as a teacher read aloud: The Name Jar as part of the Minds On 

¶ Print the designs onto iron-on transfers and have students actually make their own Title 
of Jesus T-shirt 

¶ Grade 7 students can organize and lead a school-wide Advent Prayer Service themed 
around the OΩ Antiphons 

¶ Have students create their own photo essay to demonstrate learning. 

¶ Allow studentsΩ own inquiry questions to direct the learning and faith journey. 

¶ Connect the lessons learned about the Kingdom of God/Kingdom of Heaven through the 
parables of  the mustard seed, the buried treasure, etc. to the coming of the Messiah 
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Appendix A ς The Naming of Jesus and his Cousin, John        Grade 7 

  Scripture References for Jesus 
Matthew 1: 18 ς 24 

Luke 1: 26- 45 
Luke 2: 21 

Scripture References for John 
Luke 1: 5-25 

Matthew 3:1-12 
Luke 1: 57-66 
Luke 1:67-80 

 

Answers For Jesus Answers For John 

What is your complete 

and legal name? 

 

Jesus of Nazareth, son of Joseph John, son of Zechariah the Priest  

Who named you? 

 

Named by both his parents, Mary and 
Joseph, after each was visited by an 
angel who appeared to them in a 
dream. 

Named by his parents after a visit from 
the Angel Gabriel. 

When were your named? 

 

I was named after I was a week old, on 
the eight day as Jewish tradition dictates 
on the day of my circumcision. 

I was named after I was a week old, on 
the eight day as Jewish tradition dictates 
on the day of my circumcision. 

Why were you given that 

name? 

 

An angel appeared to my earthly father 
Joseph in a dream and the angel Gabriel 
visited by mother announcing her 
pregnancy; each said Jesus would be my 
name. 

My father, Zechariah was told to call me 
John by the Angel Gabriel. He told my 
mother who spoke for him after his voice 
was taken from him for not believing in 
DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ 

Were any other names 
considered for you before 
you were born? What 
could your name have 
been? 

No other names were considered. I could have been named Zechariah as I 
was the first born. 

What does your name 

mean? 

 

Jesus meaƴǎ ΨDƻŘ ǎŀǾŜǎΩΦ In Hebrew, John means Ψthe grace or 
mercy of the LordΩ. 

List any nicknames that 

you may be called and 

explain for at least one, 

its significance.  

 

I have other names and titles. The Angel 
ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƳŜ 9ƳƳŀƴǳŜƭ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ΨDƻŘ 
ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΩΦ .ƻǘƘ Ƴȅ ŎƻǳǎƛƴǎΣ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ 
and Zechariah called me Lord while I 
ǿŀǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǿƻƳōΦ aȅ 
cousin John called me the Messiah. I 
have been called Jesus Christ, too.  

I am known as John the Baptist because I 
baptised people in the Jordan River. My 
father called me a prophet of the Most 
High God. 
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Appendix B  Wordle: The Titles of Jesus 

 

Note: Using a simple Google image search, a variety of wordles for the Titles of Jesus can be found. This 

example was found at: 

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-
zlytBUINJyY/TtXdHLnBBkI/AAAAAAAAANM/ZybUTfB73Tg/s1600/Names+of+Jesus+Color+Wallpaper.jpg  
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-zlytBUINJyY/TtXdHLnBBkI/AAAAAAAAANM/ZybUTfB73Tg/s1600/Names+of+Jesus+Color+Wallpaper.jpg
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-zlytBUINJyY/TtXdHLnBBkI/AAAAAAAAANM/ZybUTfB73Tg/s1600/Names+of+Jesus+Color+Wallpaper.jpg
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Appendix C   Learning Team Assessment 

Samples of Peer and Self-Assessment for Group Work 

 

http://jfmueller.faculty.noctrl.edu/crow/altmangroupprocessrubric.pdf 

http://www.okageweb.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/LP1-Rubric-Individual.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://jfmueller.faculty.noctrl.edu/crow/altmangroupprocessrubric.pdf
http://www.okageweb.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/LP1-Rubric-Individual.pdf


 

Catholic Curriculum Corporation ð Central and Western Region 

Religious Education, Grades 7 and 8 Teacher Resources 

"We Have Neither Silver Nor Gold"  64 

Appendix D  Titles of Jesus 

 

Names/Titles  Own pictograph or symbol Own notes about the title 

Jesus of Nazareth  
 
 
 
 

 

Lord  
 
 
 
 

 

Emmanuel  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Messiah  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Lamb of God  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Son of God  
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Rabbi  
 
 
 
 

 

Christ  
 
 
 
 

 

 Word  
 
 
 
 

 

Examples of the OΩ Antiphons  
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Appendix E  

The Anointing of King David 

 

 

Read 1 Samuel 16. 

 

Illustration Credit: free for use in the Public Domain 
http://www.marysrosaries.com/collaboration/index.php?title=File:Anointing_of_David_by_Samuel.jpg 
 

 

http://www.marysrosaries.com/collaboration/index.php?title=File:Anointing_of_David_by_Samuel.jpg





































































































































































































































































































































































































































